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Measure C wins comfortably with 72.3% majority
By Jeff Hudson

A total of 12,435 ballots were cast
in favor of the tax (72.3 percent) with
4,756 ballots opposed (27.7 percent).
A two-thirds majority
was required
WEDNESDAY,
MARCH
7,
for approval.
Voter turnout was 39.9 percent,
with 17,210 ballots cast out of 43,138
registered voters, the Elections
Office reported.
Measure C’s approval will cancel
pink slips that otherwise would have
been sent to about 120 school district
employees, representing the equivalent of about 87 full-time positions.
Measure C’s approval marks the
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Supporters of Davis schools are
THE DAVIS
heaving a huge sigh of relief today
after voters approved the Measure C
parcel tax Tuesday by a comfortable
margin.
Nearly three out of four voters participating in the monthlong vote-bymail election cast yes votes on the
five-year parcel tax, which will generate about $6.5 million per year to
support classroom programs in the
Davis schools.

Arts ‘Dial M for Murder’ is a sharp thriller

See TAX, Page A5
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Measure C wins comfortably with 72.3% majority

UCD Police Chief Annette
A total of 12,435 ballots were cast fourth time in five years that Davis
Spicuzza, incident commander Lt.
in favor of the tax (72.3 percent) with voters have approved a parcel tax to
John Pike and a third, as-yet-unnamed officer were
4,756 ballots opposed (27.7 percent). support schools, even as the local
Supporters of Davis schools are A two-thirds majority was required economy has been gripped by recesplaced on administrative leave after about a dozen
heaving a huge sigh of relief today for approval.
nonviolent Occupy UC Davis protesters were
sion.
after voters approved the Measure C
pepper-sprayed and another 10 arrested on Nov. 18.
Voter turnout was 39.9 percent,
Single-family homeowners will
parcel tax Tuesday by a comfortable with 17,210 ballots cast out of 43,138 continue to pay $320 per home for
Amateur videos of what took place drew worldwide
margin.
attention.
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By Jeff Hudson
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Back to the drawing board on alcohol ordinance
pone action on a proposed ordinance allowing Davis police to
cite minors in public with alcohol
in their systems.
Under the current municipal
code, minors can be cited only
for possessing alcohol in a public
place or for severe public drunkenness.

Commission so language can be
crafted in the next 90 days that
all members of the community
can agree on.
The ordinance would not be
ready for enforcement on Picnic
Day, April 21 this year.
who keep this wonderful
Over
the past two months,

Celebrating 75 years
Garden

Arboretum kicks

place growing.

held last week, as well as meetings with the City-UCD Student
Liaison Commission, three Greek
organizations, the Davis Alcohol
and Other Drug Advisory Group
and the Davis Joint Unified
School District.

emergency where a minor has
consumed alcohol.

As a result, the police made a

See ALCOHOL, Page A8

The second is to place a twoyear sunset on the ordinance, so
that the city may go back and
review its effectiveness over a

Burglary
surge has
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75 YEARS: All are invited to share their Arboretum story
From Page A1
generations, who will
benefit from your
foresight and generosity,
I thank you!”
Visitors to the special
75th anniversary website,
arboretum75th.ucdavis.
edu, will find then-andnow photos of Arboretum
gardens; stories submitted
by community supporters
about their experiences
with the Arboretum; a
gallery of photos of 75
favorite plants chosen by
Arboretum staff, volunteers and friends; information on how to create a
legacy at the Arboretum;
and details on upcoming
events.
Everyone is invited to
share their Arboretum
story — just email your
story to arboretum@
ucdavis.edu, along with
your full name and phone
number, and a photo of
yourself if possible. Stories will be used on signs
in the Arboretum gardens,
on the website and in the
Arboretum newsletter.

UC Davis
Arboretum
volunteer Walt
Mosely helps a
shopper choose
the best plants
at a spring plant
sale last year.
Three sales are
planned this
spring, the first
of which is a
Member
Appreciation
Sale on Saturday.
C ARMIA F ELDMAN /
C OURTESY PHOTO

More than just a
pretty place
While many people
enjoy the Arboretum as a
beautiful place to unwind,
meet up with friends or
exercise, it also has
important scientific and
educational functions.
Besides providing beautiful gardens, the Arboretum maintains a documented plant collection to
support research and
teaching on campus and
beyond.
From the very beginning, the Arboretum has
had a mission to test horticultural plants under Central Valley conditions, to
determine what plants can
thrive in our dry summers, punishing north
winds, alkaline ground
water and freezing-tobaking temperatures.
In the early days, the

M ARTIN F LETCHER ,

WWW . CALIFORNIAGARDENS . COM /C OURTESY PHOTO

Jim Fowler chose garnet gernaium as his favorite
because it’s “a lovely plant that provides year-round
texture to the garden. Honeybees love its burgundy,
late-summer-blooming flowers.”
Arboretum operated on a
shoestring budget. In
1956, horticulturalist Don
Sexton became the first
full-time staffer; the annual budget was $3,500 for
one man and $1,200 for
one horse. A focus on
low-maintenance plants
that could get by with
infrequent irrigation was
unavoidable. As time went
on, Arboretum staff and
volunteers pioneered the
practice of eco-friendly
gardening in the Central
Valley.
With global climate
change and other environmental concerns, the

Arboretum’s focus on
sustainable landscaping is
even more crucial today.
Demonstration plantings,
exhibits, workshops, tours
and online resources help
visitors learn how to
create beautiful gardens
that conserve resources,
reduce pollution and
support native pollinators
and other wildlife.
The horticulture staff
has selected 100 Arboretum All-Stars, their top
recommended plants for
sustainable California
gardens, and makes them
available at Arboretum
plant sales and through

partnerships with nurseries and garden centers
statewide.
The Arboretum is part
of a new UCD initiative to
transition the campus
grounds into a public garden with sustainable landscapes that can be used
for teaching and research.
Demonstration projects
are under way to convert
some little-used areas of
turf into low-maintenance,
low-water landscapes,
using Arboretum All-Stars
and other climateappropriate plants.
This initiative is expected to save staff time,
reduce expenses, save
water and eliminate the
need for chemical fertilizers and pesticides, while
creating a more visitorfriendly campus with a
Central Valley aesthetic.
For more information
on the UCD Arboretum
and Public Garden initiative, visit publicgarden.
ucdavis.edu.

75th anniversary
plant sales
One of the Arboretum’s
main ways of teaching
about sustainable gardening is through plant sales
at the Arboretum Teaching Nursery. This spring,
special 75th anniversary
U SE IN STIR - FRIES AND SOUPS .

plant sales will highlight
75 favorite plants chosen
by Arboretum volunteers,
staff and other community
supporters.
The nursery will be
dotted with signs with
quotes from these dedicated gardeners describing
what it is that they love
about their selected
plants, why they grow
them, and the special uses
they have found for them.
Coming up on Saturday,
the Member Appreciation
Sale will feature live
music, refreshments and
children’s activities.
Expert gardeners will be
available to advise shoppers on choosing the best
plants for their garden
conditions.
This sale is open to
members of the Friends of
the UC Davis Arboretum
and Davis Botanical Society only; anyone may join
or renew at the gate. All
members will receive a
special member appreciation gift of $10 off their
purchase, as well as the
standard 10 percent member discount.
Two more plant sales
this spring will be open to
the public. On Saturday,
April 14, the theme will be
“3 B’s: Birds, Bees &
Beneficials.” The focus
will be on gardening to
support pollinators and
attract garden-enhancing
wildlife.
On Saturday, May 19,
the theme will be “Some
Like it Hot,” featuring
heat-loving plants and
sizzling deals. At the April
and May sales, shoppers
may bring problem plants
(sealed in a plastic bag) to
the plant doctor clinic for
diagnosis.
All sales will take place
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the
Arboretum Teaching
Nursery, on Garrod Drive
at UCD. For more information, a map and plant
list, visit arboretum75th.
ucdavis.edu.
A N EXCELLENT SOURCE OF
VITAMIN C.
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