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As part of our 75th anniversary festivities, we’re 
celebrating the recent completion of Nature’s Gallery 
Court, a new signature feature at the west end of the 
Arboretum, between the Ruth Risdon Storer Garden and 
the Arboretum Teaching Nursery.  This installation is 
one of the Arboretum’s special GATEways projects that 

showcases the synergy 
of Gardens, Arts and the 
Environment.   

Visit soon to walk 
down the shady allee, 
admire the newly planted 
sustainable demonstra-
tion gardens, then enter 
the heart of the courtyard 
to experience the mag-
nificent tile mural. Each 
tile in the Nature’s Gallery 
mural was hand-crafted by 
students, staff, faculty, or 
community members in 
2007 as part of a collabor-
ative project with the UC 
Davis Art-Science Fusion 
program. Hundreds of 

people have participated in the planning, creation, and 
funding to make this special mural a permanent feature 
in the Arboretum. Thank you!

Dedications of tiles in the mural have supported the 
construction and installation of Nature’s Gallery Court. 
A number of larger naming opportunities are still avail-
able within the court, including the court itself, central 
plaza, entry walkway, garden walls, trees, planting beds, 
and interpretive signs. These gifts will fund public and 
student education programs.

New Nature’s Gallery Court in West End 
Showcases Environment, Education and Art
Suzanne Ullensvang, Resource Development Manager

To see photos of the installation of 
Nature’s Gallery, visit the public garden 
blog at publicgarden.ucdavis.edu. To 
make a gift in support of Nature’s Gal-
lery, please contact Suzanne Ullensvang 
at sullensvang@ucdavis.edu or (530) 
752-8324.

Acorns from around the world 
have grown into a magnificent scientific 
collection and a monumental sight: the 
Peter J. Shields Oak Grove, dedicated on 
April 4, 1962, the day the grove’s name-
sake turned 100.  

In April, in honor of the grove’s 
50th anniversary and the Arboretum’s 
75th anniversary, the Arboretum hosted 
about 50 people—including Jane Keller, 
Shields’ niece, and Professor Emeritus 
Dick Harris, chair of the Arboretum 
Committee at the time of the grove’s es-
tablishment—for a celebration under the 
Persian oaks near the grove’s entryway.

The Arboretum grew the Persian 
oaks (Quercus castaneifolia) from acorns 
sent in 1964 from Kew Gardens (the 
Royal Botanic Gardens) outside Lon-
don. “They were among the first oak 
grove plantings and they have grown to 
an exceptional 90 feet tall,” said Emily 

Shields oak Grove  
50th anniversary
Katie Hetrick, Director of Marketing and 
Promotions

Artist Donna Billick, co-founder of the Art-Science Fusion program, grouting 
tiles during the installation of the mural at Nature’s Gallery Court. 

Gr
eg

or
y U

rq
uia

ga
/ 

UC
 D

av
is



If you live in a home with a yard in California, chances are 
it’s mainly an expanse of lawn. Lawns are still the standard home 
landscape in the state, but they require a lot of water and regular 
attention and are often maintained with chemical fertilizers 
and pesticides that can harm beneficial species and pollute our 
waterways. 

With water meters now the norm, the cost of water rising, 
and global climate change a reality, you have probably thought 
about converting to a water-saving, low-maintenance, more 
sustainable landscape, but you may be unsure of how to proceed. 

Summer is a great time to get ready for the fall planing sea-
son. The process doesn’t have to be intimidating. You can take 
small steps, converting one corner of the yard at a time. Merely 
reducing the size of your lawn is a step in the right direction. If 
you replace some or all of your lawn with Arboretum All-Stars, 
our top recommended plants for sustainable California gardens, 
you will not only save water, time, and money, but you will help 
support native pollinators and other wildlife as well.

Removing Lawn
Try these effective methods for removing or reducing lawns: 

It may be necessary to use herbicides if your lawn contains •	
noxious weeds or vigorous perennial grasses like Bermuda 
grass, but many gardeners prefer to try less toxic methods 
first and spot-treat resprouting weeds as necessary. 

Sod cutters are machines that remove strips of sod; the •	
strips can then be composted or flipped over and used as 
mulch (unless they contain Bermuda grass).

You can rototill, irrigate to allow remaining weed seeds to •	
sprout, then till again. This method may require several 
rounds of tilling. 
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leave a legacy with a bequest
Mary Burke, Director of Planning and Collections

Did you know that more than 80 percent of Americans 
contribute to nonprofit groups in their community throughout 
their lifetimes? But only eight percent choose to continue this 
support through a charitable bequest. 

Charitable bequests are not only for the wealthy! We have 
received bequests from mailmen, ministers, former student 

employees, and many 
other people who love the 
Arboretum. Each planned 
gift has helped us build 
gardens, host popular 
family programs, and 
hire wonderful student 
employees. If you already 
support the Arboretum, 
your yearly gift could 
continue forever. All you 

need to do is add a few sentences to your will or family trust. 

Your planned gift will make you a member of the Warren 
G. Roberts Arboretum Legacy Society. The Legacy Society is 
open to all who contribute an endowment or plan an estate 
gift for the Arboretum. Why is building a lasting endowment 
important? Without an admission fee, the Arboretum needs 
an endowment for operating and program costs into the 
future. If you would like to learn more, please contact Suzanne 
Ullensvang at (530) 752-8324 or sullensvang@ucdavis.edu.

People sometimes worry that 
leaving a gift to charity will 
leave less for their own family. 
In fact, leaving a gift through 
a bequest often reduces the 
tax burden on heirs. Federal 
charitable giving laws are 
designed to help create win-
win outcomes for families and 
communities.

Griswold, as-
sistant director 
of horticulture 
and oak grove 
curator.

Emily 
thanked the 
volunteers, 
donors, and 
partners 
(expecially the 
UC Davis Art-
Science Fusion 
Program) 
who have 
contributed 
to recent 
improvements 
in the grove, 
and the 
Arboretum 
Ambassadors, 
who are 
introducing the 
trees to the next 
generation of 
school children. 

Celebrants listen to stories under the trees during the 
50th anniversary celebration for Shields Oak Grove. 

Prepare Your Garden  
for Fall Planting
Convert your yard to a sustainable landscape  
with Arboretum All-Stars

Diane Cary, Communications Director

Demonstration plantings at the Arboretum Teaching Nursery provide inspiration for 
gardening with Arboretum All-Stars, our top recommended plants for sustainable 
California gardens.
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purple bottlebrush
Callistemon ‘Violaceus’

Santa Barbara Daisy
Erigeron karvinskianus

Coral yucca
Hesperaloe parviflora

goodwin creek 
lavender
Lavandula x ginginsii 
‘Goodwin Creek Gray’  

red autumn sage
Salvia x jamensis  
‘Scott’s Red’

dwarf oregano
Origanum volgare 
‘Betty Rollins’

bench

Wildlife-Attracting Garden

This planting plan and two others are available for download at arboretum.ucdavis.edu. Click on 
Arboretum All-Stars for a plant database, planting plans, where to purchase, and more.

Solarization is very effective in the hot interior •	
valleys of California. It basically involves 
“cooking” the lawn with solar heat. Water the 
site thoroughly, then cover it with UV-resistant 
clear plastic. Pile dirt around the edges of the 
plastic to make a tight seal. Leave the plastic in 
place for four to eight weeks for the full effect.

Sheet mulching (also called sheet compost-•	
ing) uses layers of organic material to smother 
grass. Start by irrigating the area, then lay 
down layers of wet newspapers at least six 
sheets thick. Cover with manure, compost, or 
other organic materials (pine needles, straw, 
etc.) at least 12 inches thick. Wait four to six 
weeks until the material has broken down and 
the grass is dead.

Planting Plans
After removing the lawn, you will want to 

prepare the planting bed by adding compost and/or 
well-rotted manure. Then design a planting plan. 
The Arboretum website features three ready-made 
planting plans for a California native plant garden, 
a low-maintenance garden, and a wildlife-attracting 
garden (right). All three feature Arboretum All-
Stars. Each of the plans shows a 10-foot by 10-foot 
garden bed, but they can easily be expanded or 
reduced to fit the available space. 

Fall is the best time for planting in our 
climate, so that new plants can get established and 
develop strong root systems before they have to 
face a hot, dry summer. You can purchase the All-
Stars at our plant sales and at retail nurseries and 
garden centers throughout the state. At Arboretum 
sales, expert gardeners can help you choose the 
best plants for your garden conditions and advise 
you on planting and care. Visit arboretum.ucdavis.
edu and click on Arboretum All-Stars for a plant 
database, planting plans, where to purchase, and 
more information.

If you install a new planting this fall, by next 
spring you will enjoy a gorgeous new sustainable 
landscape, lower your water bills, and spend less 
time mowing.

Share Your success Story 
If you have converted your yard using 

Arboretum All-Stars, we want to know! We 
invite you to send your story and before and 
after photos to arboretum@ucdavis.edu. We will 
feature your stories on our website. 

Information on lawn removal is drawn primarily from 
Reimagining the California Lawn by Carol Bornstein, 
David Fross, and Bart O’Brien. The Arboretum library 
includes this and many other excellent resources on 
sustainable landscaping. Members may check out 
books; call the office at 530-752-4880 for library 
hours. Visit our website (arboretum.ucdavis.edu) for a 
link to search the library catalog online.

Fall 2012 Plant Sales—Mark Your Calendar Now!
Saturday, September 29 and Sunday, October 14

Plant Sale Preview Tour
Saturday, September 22, 10–11:30 a.m. 
Arboretum Teaching Nursery
Get a sneak peek at the plants that will be available at the fall sales, 
in a garden setting at their mature sizes.
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Florida Softshell Turtle Captured  
in arboretum waterway

The GATEways Project team has been working closely 
with researchers from Wildlife, Fisheries and Conservation 
Biology to create a habitat for native western pond turtles at 
the far west end of the Arboretum. 

Researchers from 
the same lab were able 
to capture a non-native 
predator of the western 
pond turtle which has 
been eluding capture 
while living in the 
Arboretum waterway 
for four years—a wily 
Florida softshell turtle 
(Apalone ferox). The 
researchers were able to find a good home for this impressive 
creature. He now happily resides in a moat surrounding the 
lemur island at the Micke Grove Zoo, in Lodi.

This story ended well, but the lesson remains: dumping 
any animal, especially non-native species, in the Arboretum 
(or anywhere) upsets the ecosystem and can be dangerous to 
the dumped animal and to other animals in the habitat.

Staff news
Communications Director Diane Cary, an Arbore-

tum staff member for 25 years, will be retiring at the end of 
June. Diane started as program coordinator in 1987 when 

there were just four other Arboretum 
staffers. In ten hours per week she 
managed the membership, volunteer, 
education, interpretation, communi-
cations, and fundraising programs. As 
more staff were hired, her duties were 
divided; seven full-time staff now 
handle those areas! More recently she 
has focused on writing everything 
from the Arboretum newsletter to 
grant proposals, press releases, jour-
nal articles, and planning documents. 

She also helps produce interpretive signs for the gardens. 
Diane reports that she will miss the wonderful people at the 
Arboretum but is looking forward to impending grandparent-
hood and to “whatever comes next.” We will miss her, too! 

 Nursery Manager Lisa Fowler and her husband Justin 
welcomed baby daughter Ava Camille Fowler, 7 lbs. 13 oz., 
on March 4. Everyone is doing fine, and Lisa has returned to 
work half time. Congratulations, Lisa!

Communications Analyst Katie Stapko has been with 
the Arboretum since July 2011; before that she was a graphic 
designer for the Grounds Division for several years. Her 
striking, original print documents and websites have been a 
key part of “branding” the Arboretum and the campus public 
garden initiative. She will be leaving in June to start a gradu-
ate program in graphic design at San Diego State University. 
We wish her every success in her future endeavors!

GRants Received
We received $81,444 from the Institute of Museum and 

Library Services (IMLS) to carry out corrective structural 
pruning on 100 trees and remove and replace 34 trees that are in 
poor or hazardous condition. Staff will be trained in monitoring 
the health of the tree collection to increase our capacity to 
manage tree care in house. 

The Arboretum, the City of Davis, and several other 
partners were awarded a $891,304 grant from the California 
Strategic Growth Council to enhance the City Arts GATEway 
and the planned California Native Plant GATEway Garden, 
restore native habitat in the Putah Creek Parkway, and improve 
pedestrian and bike connections. This is in addition to $150,000 
received from the Institute for Museum and Library Services for 
the California Native Plant GATEway Garden.

Melissa Cruz and Maya Makker 
awarded the Pinkerton Prize
Elaine Fingerett, Academic Coordinator 

The Pinkerton Prize Endowment for Outstanding Student 
Contributions to the Arboretum was created by Deborah 
Pinkerton, who worked as a student employee in environmental 
education from 1979 to 1985. She and her husband, Bret Hewitt, 
continue to add to this endowment in support of our exceptional 
students. 

We are very excited to honor two remarkable juniors with 
the prize this year: Melissa Cruz and Maya Makker, co-coordi-
nators of the Arboretum Ambassadors environmental leadership 
internship program. 

Melissa and Maya wrote a successful grant proposal to 
California ReLeaf with which they funded two full days of activi-
ties for middle school children from underserved communities 
this winter. This project, Arboretum Discovery Days, engaged 
150 sixth-graders in learning about the Shields Oak Grove, local 
insects, composting, and sustainability. For the coming year, 
they wrote a grant proposal to fund five Storytime Through the 
Seasons programs for children and families. 

Maya and Melissa’s shared leadership of the Ambassadors 
is built on their complementary strengths—their creativity, en-
thusiasm, imagination, cooperation, motivation, and generosity. 
Each truly is an outstanding leader! Diane Cary

Left to right: Melissa Cruz, Bret Hewitt, Maya Makker
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GATEways Events Summer 2012

Guided Tours
No charge, no reservation required

Tired of Mowing Your Lawn?
Saturday, July 21, 10–11:30 a.m., Nature’s Gallery Court
	 This “how to” tour will explore changing a home landscape 
from lawn to low-water, low-maintenance, beautiful plantings.

Armchair Birding: Plants in Your Yard 
and the Feathered Friends Who Visit
Saturday, August 4,  9–10:30 a.m., Arboretum Terrace
	 Learn how to add sound and movement to your garden by 
attracting birds and what local bird species you might see there.

The Redwood Grove: So Cool!
Saturday, August 18, 9–10:30 a.m., Wyatt Deck
	 Enjoy the cathedral-like cool and quiet of the grove and learn 
about the plants of the redwood forest understory.

Exploring Native Plants
Saturday, September 15, 10–11:30 a.m.
Buehler Alumni and Visitors Center
	 Gardening with native plants saves water and energy, 
supports pollinators, and creates a sense of place.

Plant Sale Preview 
Saturday, September 22, 10–11:30 a.m.
Arboretum Teaching Nursery
	 Get a sneak peek at the plants that will be available at  
the fall plant sales!

Family Nature Programs
Cross-Pollination: 
Art/Nature Workshop
Sunday, July 15, 10 a.m.-noon
Gazebo and Shields Oak Grove
	 Join us in a hands-on, interactive workshop where we’ll 
explore the relationship between creativity and the natural world. 
Get ready to make art, collect natural materials, tour the Shields 
Oak Grove, and discover what happens when we encourage cross-
pollination between art and nature. All ages are welcome to this 
free workshop, co-sponsored by the Davis Art Center as part of its 
new Discovery Art program. Learn more at www.davisartcenter.
org/discoveryart. 

Oak Ink and Beetle Juice: 
Painting with Mother Nature 
Sunday, September 9
Two Sessions: 10 a.m.–noon or 1–3 p.m.
Arboretum Gazebo
	 Ane Carla Rovetta, artist, illustrator, and biologist, will lead 
an engaging two-hour workshop where we’ll learn how to make 
oak ink and use a variety of plant pigments in painting. All ages 
are welcome. Pre-registration is required for this workshop, and 
space is limited; to sign up, email arboretum@ucdavis.edu or call 
(530) 752-4880. The workshop is co-sponsored by the Davis Art 
Center and the Center for Ecoliteracy.

Arts and Letters
William Shakespeare’s Henry V
June 14–17, June 21–24, June 28– July 1
Thursdays–Saturdays 8 p.m. and Sundays 6:30 p.m.
Arboretum Gazebo  
	 The Davis Shakespeare Ensemble (DSE) presents Henry V, 
Shakespeare’s triumphant history of the events surrounding the 
Battle of Agincourt (1415) during the Hundred Years War. DSE 
sheds new light on this war epic with a small cast in an intimate 
setting. To reserve tickets or for more information, e-mail  
davis.shakespeare@gmail.com or call (530) 802-0998.

FOLK MUSIC JAM SESSIONS
Alternate Fridays: July 6, 20; August 3, 17, 31; Sept. 14, 28
12–1 p.m., Wyatt Deck 
	 Folk musicians bring their acoustic instruments—fiddles, 
guitars, banjos, mandolins, squeeze boxes, you name it—and 
play together informally over the lunch hour. All skill levels are 
welcome and listeners are invited.

Camp Shakespeare 
Session one: July 16–27 (wait list); Session two: July 30–August 10 
Monday–Friday, 9 a.m.–3 p.m.
Early drop-off and late pick-up options available
Fee: Sliding scale; email davis.shakespeare@gmail.com 
	 Davis Shakespeare Ensemble presents two two-week  
sessions of summer camp with theater games and acting work-
shops for campers aged 7-15, and a special camp production 
of one of Shakespeare’s most exciting plays, The Tempest. This 
year campers will get a chance to be everything from monsters 
to magicians! Enroll today—there are only a few spaces left. 
For more information, visit www.shakespearedavis.com or  
e-mail davis.shakespeare@gmail.com.
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We extend our sincere gratitude to these donors

Donations February–April 2012

New & Renewing Members

S pring GATEways Events
	   (Gardens, Arts, & The Environment)

in the Arboretum

Clockwise from top left: University 
Writing Program lecturer Andy Jones 
(left) and Sacramento poet laureate 
Bob Stanley read their work at a Poetry 
in the Garden event at the Wyatt Deck.

Arboretum student-naturalist Gina 
Dettmer (in hat) helped a family 
discover the many uses of oaks 
during Nature Discovery Drop-in 
Day.  Graduate student-naturalist 
Alexali Brubaker, background, showed 
different types of bird beaks.

Entomology professor Phil Ward 
(second from right) led a fascinating 
tour in search of the indigenous ants 
that thrive in the dry areas west of 
Shields Oak Grove.

A shopper at the special sale for 
UC Davis students, staff, faculty, and 
alumni with his purchases.

Gathered in front of our Picnic Day 
Parade float are some of the 30+ 
people who marched to celebrate 
the Arboretum’s 75th anniversary.  
The Arboretum Ambassadors, our 
environmental leadership students, 
took the lead in organizing and 
facilitating all our Picnic Day activities.   

James Aborn
Nancy Abplanalp
Carol Addy
Brenna Aegerter
Emmanuel Aglubat
Elma Aglubat
Karlyn Ahyun
Roger Aines
Barbara Akin
Helen Albright
Janet Aldrich
Michael Alexander
Lindsay Allen
Anna Maria Amenta
Catherine Anderson
Frances Andrews
Jim Appleton
Lakshoni Aradhya
JoEllen Arnold
Diane Asmuth
Mary Aulman
Dan Badger
Mary Ann Baker
Meg Baldwin
William D. Bandes
Therese Barakatt
Melinda Barbera
Sharon & Charles 

Barnett
Shirley Barth
JoJeanne Baughn
Lisa & John Baxter
Sheila Beauchamp
R F Bell
Patricia Below
Janeen Benevent
H. & T. Bergin
Ken Eckey & Bonnie 

Berman
Betty & Richard 

Berteaux
Rob Bertolani
Katy Bill
Linda Birse
Linda Bisson
Jeb Bjerke
Barbara Blanco-Ulate
Judith Blum
Beatrice A. Boffen
Cheryl Boney
Bruce Bonner
Ray Borton
Daniel Bosch
Carla Bossard
Carol Bourne
Barbara Bower
Michael Bowling
Michael & Sherri 

Bowman
Nancy Bramberg
Kristin Brandt
Nanci Bristowe
Don Brooks
Patricia Brown
Mary Buckpitt
Mayer Buelow
Tara Burke
Frances Burke
Dana Burow
Brenda Butler
Julie Butler

Patricia Cabot
Donna Caldwell
Valerie Calegari
Dorothy Callison
Lita Campbell
Ruby Canchola
Cathy Carew
Crystal Carter
Bonnie Caster
Marie I. Ceccato
Mindy Cecchettini
Jessica Cerniak
Tanya Chandler
Sonia Chapiro
Grant & Lois 

Chappell
Tyng Tyng Cheng
Yelena 

Chernyavskaya
Susan Christiansen
Rie Christiansen
Mandy Chu
Christine Cocanour
Christina Cogdell
Genevieve Diane 

Colborn
Glenn Cole & Carol 

Souza Cole
Thomas Collins
Alan & Sue 

Colombano
Geraldine Colon
Meg Conant
Petey Connolly
Rose Conroy
Liza Conroy
Elizabeth Constable
Erick Cooke
Gail & John Cooluris
Tom & Julie 

Coombs-Hahn
Carson Cooper
Danielle Cooper
Darleen 

Coppersmith
Pat Cothern
Ron Cotterel
Marilyn Cottini
Julia A. Cox
Christina Craig-Veit
Maryann Crawford
Amy Crawford
Yolanda Cuesta
Paul Curdy
Christina Curtis
Adele Daily
Jeannie Darby
Gina Darin
Debbie Davenport
Matt Davis
Elizabeth Lawton & 

Scott Dawson
Howard Day
Julie DeJong
Mary Delaney
Wes & Phyllis 

Dempsey
Ann Denvir
Kathryn Devon
Sabine Dickerson
Martha C. Dickman

J. Faye Dixon
Linda Dobris
Audrey Doehne
Fran Dolan
Kathy Donaldson
Barbara Donnelly
Stephanie Myers & 

Garry Douglas
Susan Ustin Doyle
Teri Drake
Pat Dressendorfer
Catherine Drobny
Sean & Andrea 

Duggan
Vicki Ruben &  

Diane Duncan
Veronica Dunn
Mel & Donell Duval
Barb Eastburn
Fred Deneke & Jim 

Eastman
Patricia Echevarria
Ann Edmondson
Robert Elliott
Margaret Elmer
Sandy Enders
Robin Erbacher
Holly Ernest
Glenda Espinal
Cheryl Essex
Margie Fagan
George Farmer
Lorna Farrell
Jeffrey Fearn
Emmy Fearn
Doug Hitchcock & 

Judy Feldman
Lee Ferrendelli
Allison Ferry
Jan Fetler
Jeffrey & Michael 

Fischer-Smith
Dan Cedrone & 

Gary Fisher
Judy & Evan 

Fletcher
Riva Flexer
Beth Flory
Scott Ford
Rebecca Ford
Jerry Friis
Naomi Williams & 

Dan Fuchs
Jason Fuerst
Philine Gaffron
Olivera Garasanin
JoAnn Yee & Robert 

Garcia
Jennifer Garland
Claude Garrod
Lynn Gatti
Paul & Elisabeth 

Gepts
Sheryl Gerety
Pam Gibbs
Jeffrey & Marsha 

Gibeling
Caren Gilbert
Marnelle Gleason
Melanie Gogol-

Prokurat
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Peggy Goldstein
Deborah Golino
Debra Gonella
Daniel Gonsalves
Karol & Michael 

Gottfredson
Kathy Grace
Kristine Grangaard
Emilie Graves
Jim Gray
Alice W. Green
Erin Grizard
Penny & Rob 

Gunther
Paul Gussman 
Amy Logsdon & 

Nicole Gustafson
Joyce Gutstein
Haagen-Dazs Bee 

Garden
Sue Haffner
Andrea Haleva
Laura Halpenny
Julie Hamilton
Kenneth Hamm
Joan Hancock
Jeanne Hanna Vogel
Susan Hansen
Gary & Susan 

Harbison
Christine Harlan
Megan Harns
Susan Harrison
Linda Hartsough
Jo Hatcher
Caroline Hathaway
Sarah Hayes
Evelyn Healy
Bob Heberle
Ann Marie 

Heckendorf
Cindy Heintz
Laurie Heller
Pam Henderson
Aimee Hendrie
Roy Henrickson
Erik Henricson
Rhonda Hensley
Julie Herdt
John & Patricia 

Hershey
Sonja Hess
Mariah Hess
Betty Hesters
Terry Hewett
Rodney B. Higgins
Katherine J. Hill
Barbara Hills
Sally Hirst
Alexandra Hladun
Andrew Holguin
Pauline Holmes
Mick Klasson & 

Katherine Holmes
Bobbie Holt
Ruth Holton-Hodson
Joan Honda
Elizabeth Honeysett
Mike Horton
Jody House
John Howe
Robert & 

Georgeanne 
Hulbert

Kevin Huntington
Deborah Hutter
Lewis & Casey 

Ingram
Karen & Marc Irish

Marc Ishisaka-Nolfi
Mary James
Katherine Jarvis-

Shean
John & Carol Jewell
Thomas Jones
Estell Jones
Dave Jones
Allan Jones
Christine Joshel
Ruth Jurey
Maryann Just
Elizabeth Ann Kaelin
Elaine Kasimatis
Brad Kaufman
Jeff Kean
Walter Allen & 

Shaun Keister
Louise Kellogg
Melissa Kelly
Bruce & Peggy 

Kennedy
Charles Kersey
Jay Keystone
Jessie Killeen
Anne Klein
Karen Klonsky
Dan Koellen
Christine Kohn 

Deaner
Carolyn Kopper
Janet Koster
Ronald Kowalka
Robin Kozloff
Billy Krimmel
Alan Krivanek
Barbara Kroesch
Deborah 

Domitrovich & 
John Krogsrud

Charles Lacy
Donna Lairmore
Laura & Joe Landon
Joann L. & Richard 

J. Larkey
Susan Larock
Ann Larsen
Jen Larsen
Eric Lee
Byoungchul Lee
Lynn & Jerry Lee
Sherwin, Eileen & 

Kevin Lee
Pam Lein
Laurine Lewis
Josette Lewis
Michael & Sheila 

Lewis
Karen Leyse
Mark Lieb
Zelma Long
Janice Long
Richard Lorentzen
Will & Jane Lotter
Dianne Louie
Pamela Lowe
Nancy Lower
Nancy Luft
Lorraine Luna
Bonnie Magill
David Magliano
Anno Makai
Lori Maloney
Mark K. Mancl
Doug Mandel
Sarah Mangun
Joncarlo Mark
Tece & Bill Markel
Melissa Marosy

Vernette Marsh
Karen Martin
Lewis Martin
John Mathewson
Evelyn Matteucci
Robin Matthews
Gaylee McAley
Barbara McGinty
Jane McKendry
Rebecca McNeil 

Freeman
Jenny Meadows-

Smith
Marleen Merchant
Pamela Metcalf
Verline Miguel
James Millam
John S. Miller
Stacy Miller
Candy Miramontes
Diane Moore
Brian Morgan
Joan M. Moses
Anne Moyer
Helga Mueller
Diane Muller
Elaine Muller
Roger Muren
Patricia Murray
Lynn Narlesky
June Nawrath
Sean Naylor
Laurel Nelson
Jeannette Newman-

Velez
Anita Nichols
Eric & Joanna 

Nielsen
Rebecca Nord
John Nordquist
Eleanor Norris
Debbie North
Graham & Rachel 

Northrop
Mark Noyes
Amy Obegi
Oswaldo Ochoa
Ruth & Robert 

O’Connor
Mike & Mary O’Gara
Marcia Ohanian
Dan & Betsy 

O’Hanlon
Barbara Ohlendorf
David Okasaki
Lanette Olsen
Janice Olson
J. Kent O’Mara
Robert Ono
Marina Oshana
Alfredo Ovalle
Elaine Parker
Nathan Parker
Patt Tauzer Pavao
Patricia Peacock
Martha Pearson
Marilyn Peck
Stephanie Perla
Pam Peterson
Stuart & Willa 

Pettygrove
Keith Pfeifer
Shelley Phillips
Warren Pickett
Paul Pierce
Kelly Piner
Jeanette Pleasure
Jill Plumb
Angie Porter

Susan Post
Gail K. Pothour
Ann Powell
Karen Pridemore
Marsha Prillwitz
Lori Prime
Maryann 

Massenburg & 
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From the Director

Dear Friends,

During our 75th anniversary, we have been focused 
on fundraising efforts to begin to secure our future for the 
next 75 years and beyond. Since we have no admission 
fee to fund our operations, we rely on our community 
of members, volunteers, and donors. First of all, I want 
to thank the Friends of the UC Davis Arboretum, who have been recognized as 
UC Davis Chancellor’s Laureates for cumulative giving of more than $1 million in 
unrestricted funding for programs and operations.

We are so grateful for those supporters who have made gifts to the Arboretum 
in honor of our 75th anniversary, with an eye to the future. The Warren G. Roberts 
Arboretum Legacy Society recognizes donors who have remembered the Arboretum 
in their estate plans or created endowments (see page 2). For example, Donald 
Roberts, Warren’s father, established an endowment to support the curatorial 
program, as well as leaving a generous bequest in his will. Ernie and Mary Ann 
Lewis recently created the Lewis Family Endowment Fund. Bret Hewitt and Deborah 
Pinkerton established the Pinkerton Prize for Outstanding Students (see page 4) and 
recently added another endowment to support GATEways programs. Thank you all!

We also want to thank those who have contributed to two special 75th an-
niversary projects, the Nature’s Gallery Court with its stunning tile mural and the 
celebration of the 50th anniversary of Shields Oak Grove (see page 1) with its 
enhancements of new trails, mosaic seat walls and tree plaques. Donations raised 
through these dedication and naming opportunities directly support the educational 
programs of the Arboretum and Art-Science Fusion Program. Thank you to all who 
contributed your time, expertise, and gifts to help realize these projects.

One person who has contributed so much to the Arboretum and our fund-
raising efforts over the years, mostly behind the scenes, is our Communications 
Director Diane Cary, who is retiring at the end of June after being an Arboretum 
staff member for 25 years (see page 4). It has been through her unparalleled ability 
to turn our complex ideas into a clear and compelling story that the Arboretum has 
been awarded a multitude of grants over the years that have sustained and grown 
our operations and programs. Diane has been the “voice” of the Arboretum in most 
of our written publications, including our newsletter, news and magazine articles, 
press releases and donor communications. Diane will be sorely missed! 

Enjoy your summer and join us for more of our innovative GATEways programs 
(see page 5)! I look forward to seeing you out in the gardens. 

					     Best wishes,


