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Review

Friends of the UC Davis Arboretum celebrates a milestone

Spring Plant Sales
Saturday, March 12 

Members-Only Sale 9 am–1 pm

April 2, April 30, May 14 
Public Sales 9 am–1 pm

Arboretum Teaching Nursery

The year 2011 marks the 40th 
anniversary of the Friends of the 
UC Davis Arboretum. For the past 
40 years, members have given 
their all—time, energy, money, and 
enthusiasm—to support UC Davis 
Arboretum’s development into a 
world-class botanical treasure for 
the university as well as for the pub-
lic. The Arboretum’s programming, 
staffing, and plant collections would 
not have been possible without this 
support. 

Everyone is invited to celebrate 
this milestone at the Members-Only 
Plant Sale, Saturday, March 12,  
9 a.m. to 1 p.m., at the Arboretum 
Teaching Nursery. There will be 
refreshments and a free plant for 
every member who attends (one per 
membership), and of course, mem-
bers always get a 10% discount on 
plants. If you are not yet a Friend, 
you may join at the gate. Member-
ship information is also available on 
our website, arboretum.ucdavis.edu, 
or at (530) 752-4880. 

The Friends-run plant sales 
have a long history. In 1973, the 
Friends held a small iris sale to 
raise funds for the Arboretum. 
They dug up iris corms from the 
Arboretum, set up a table in Central 
Park, and sold them for ten cents 

Mary Patterson, former president and current secretary of the 
Friends of the UC Davis Arboretum (in apron), helps shoppers locate 
the right plants for their garden conditions at a Fall 2010 plant 
sale.  The March 12 Members-Only Plant Sale will celebrate the 40th 
anniversary of the Friends of the UC Davis Arboretum.

Members-Only Plant Sale To Honor 
Our Best “Friends”—for 40 Years!
Margaret Kralovec, Community Outreach Manager 

each, raising $206 the first day. In 
1975, they launched the annual 
Plant Faire. Since then, Arbore-
tum plant sales have grown into a 
widely-anticipated series of events 
that attract the interest of customers 
throughout Northern California and 
beyond. These sales allow Arbo-
retum horticulturists to distribute 
beautiful, environmentally-friendly 
landscaping plants to the public. 
They also provide an important 
source of operational funding for 
the Arboretum. In 2009, the Friends 
organization was recognized by the 
University as a Chancellor’s Laure-
ate for donating over $1 million in 
accumulated gifts to the Arboretum.

Our 2011 spring plant sales will 
promote a broad selection of native 
and regionally-appropriate plants, 
many of which are Arboretum All-
Stars, a tested group of 100 reliable, 
easy-to-grow plants for most Cali-
fornia climate zones. This spring, 
we will feature the Santa Margarita 
foothill penstemon (Penstemon 
heterophyllus ‘Margarita B.O.P.’), a 
beautiful native penstemon well 
suited to a garden environment. 
You can learn more about ‘Marga-
rita B.O.P.’ and other Arboretum 
All-Stars on our website, arboretum.
ucdavis.edu.
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National Leadership roles  
for Arboretum Staff 
Diane Cary, Communications Director

Arboretum staff have been making their mark nationwide.
Brian Morgan, GIS manager, and Curator Mia Ingolia gave a GIS 
training workshop for 30 public garden professionals in Octo-
ber at the Center for Public Horticulture at the University of 
Delaware. The hands-on class prepared public garden staff from 
around the country to use GIS (Geographic Information Systems) 
for plant conservation, collection planning, and tree assessment, 
as well to engage visitors, answer questions, and share data to 
advance the mission of the garden. The workshop was videotaped 
to create an online training program. 

Director of Horticulture Ellen Zagory, Curator Mia Ingolia, 
and GATEways Horticulturist Ryan Deering met with Master 
Gardener coordinators, Extension advisers, and associated faculty 
and staff from all over the country, who were attending a national 
meeting at UC Davis in October. They discussed the Arboretum 

All-Stars program and gave a guided tour of the Arboretum Teach-
ing Nursery, Peter J. Shields Oak Grove, Carolee Shields White 
Flower Garden, and Ruth Ridson Storer Garden.

Superintendent Emeritus and Friends of the UC Davis Arbo-
retum Board member Warren G. Roberts was awarded honorary 
membership in the Garden Writers of America and traveled to 
Texas to accept the award at the GWA annual meeting in Septem-
ber. Warren was honored for his extensive plant knowledge and 
many years of experience testing and evaluating plants at the UC 
Davis Arboretum.

Kathleen Socolofsky, Arboretum director, is currently serving 
a six-year term on the Visiting Committee of Longwood Gardens 
in Kennet Square, PA and as the Vice-Chair of the Center for 
Public Horticulture, University of Delaware. Mary Burke, direc-
tor of planning and collections, is the chair of the Information 
Technology Professional Section for the American Public Gardens 
Association. Emily Griswold, assistant director of horticulture, is 
the curator of the Multi-site Oak Collection for the North Ameri-
can Plant Collections Consortium.

Curator Mia Ingolia leads a tour of the Storer Garden for State Master Gardener 
Coordinators from all over the country.

Look for These Outstanding Plants at 
the Arboretum’s Spring Plant Sales

honey flower		  Melianthus major
This eye-catching shrub reaches 
eight feet and has large, blue-gray, 
toothed leaves. In later winter the 
“honey”-coated, foot-tall, maroon 
flower spikes attract song birds. Your 
neighbors will all be asking, “What is 
that plant?”

mocha coral bells	 Heuchera ‘Mocha’
This vigorous new cultivar has large, 
chocolate-brown, almost-black leaves 
and is topped with cream-colored 
flowers in late summer. It is more 
sun tolerant than other coral bells, 
thanks to its H. villosa parentage, 
but still prefers afternoon shade and 
regular water. 

Santa Margarita foothill penstemon  
Penstemon heterophyllus ‘Margarita B.O.P.’

This fantastic California native plant 
is also a UC Davis Arboretum All-
Star. From spring through fall, unique 
flower buds start golden yellow, open 
to bright blue and then change to 
a pinkish-purple. It is more garden 
friendly than most native penstemons 
and thrives with good drainage, low 
water and full sun.

cut-leaf lilac 		  Syringa × laciniata
This winter-deciduous UC Davis 
Arboretum All-Star shrub has a nice 
open form and attractive, lacy foliage. 
Classically fragrant, lavender flowers 
cover the plant in spring. It is one 
of the few lilacs that thrives in the 
Central Valley.

purple spot mock orange 
Philadelphus ‘Belle Etoile’

This UC Davis Arboretum All-Star, a 
deciduous shrub, reaches six feet tall 
and has a lovely vase-shaped form. 
White flowers with small purple dots 
and a rich, fruity fragrance adorn the 
plant in late spring and glow in the 
moonlight.

	  —Beth Gale, Nursery Manager

Ni
kh

il J
os

hi
Em

ily
 G

ris
wo

ld
La

ur
en

 Br
oe

rsm
a

Be
th 

Ga
le

Sta
n S

he
bs

Ma
rcy

 H
ac

hm
an



WINTER 2011										          3

of the oaks is astonishing—mature specimens range in size from 10 to 
90 feet tall, with leaves and acorns of all shapes and sizes. The project 
is part of an ongoing effort to make the riches of the Shields Oak 
Grove more accessible to students, teachers, researchers, and other 
visitors, and to conserve this important biological collection. 

Over the last few years, the Arboretum has been developing 
visitor-friendly educational features in Shields Oak Grove, with ac-
cessible trails, native understory plantings to improve bird and insect 
habitat, interpretive signs, an audio tour, scientific plant labels, and a 
gathering area at the entrance to the grove.

The UC Davis Art-Science Fusion Program has collaborated with 
the Arboretum to develop some striking works of art in the oak grove, 
including the “Oak Family Tree” ceramic mosaic mural. More recently, 
students and community volunteers created a series of 35 ceramic mo-
saic tree plaques picturing insects and other animals from each oak’s 

native habitat. The plaques are available for 
dedication—see page 5. The ceramic oak 
leaves created by AgraQuest employees will 
decorate a curving seat wall and add an-
other creative, playful element to the visitor 
experience in the oak grove. 

We invite you to visit Shields Oak 
Grove to enjoy these recent enhancements 
as well as the magnificent trees. For a map 
of the Oak Grove, visit arboretum.ucdavis.
edu and click on Education and Research/
Plant Collections. 

Volunteers 
from the Cal Aggie 
Alumni Association 
participated in an 
Arboretum Work 
Day on September 
12. They planted 
more than 400 plants 
in an Arboretum 
All-Stars demonstra-
tion garden along the 
new sidewalk that 
connects the Arbo-

retum Teaching Nursery to the Nature’s Gallery Court site. Then they 
enjoyed a special tour of the demonstration plantings at the Nursery 
and lunch in the garden. This community service event was sponsored 
by the Davis Alumni Network and the Student Alumni Association. 

If your group would like to explore a community service 
work project in the Arboretum, please contact Margaret Kralovec, 
community outreach manager, at makralovec@ucdavis.edu or 
(530) 752-1404.

Community Service in the Arboretum
Diane Cary, Communications Director

Building on our stong support in the community and 
the region, the UC Davis Arboretum hosted two local or-
ganizations this past October for community service work 
days. 

Davis-based AgraQuest, a company that produces 
biopesticides and innovative technologies for sustainable 
agriculture, celebrated its 15th anniversary on October 6 
by putting some muscle into its commitment to the local 
community and the environment. More than 100 employ-
ees spent the day building a new trail in the Shields Oak 
Grove, at the west end of the Arboretum. 

thinking Globally, Acting Locally
The AgraQuest volunteers spread and compacted 50 

cubic yards of decomposed granite to surface the new Oak 
Diversity Trail in the Arboretum’s Shields Oak Grove. They 
also sculpted and painted oak leaves on decorative ceramic 
tiles for a mosaic bench near the trail. 

“We share a common commitment to the natural 
world with the UC Davis Arboretum and want to help 
assure the continued prosperity of such a beautiful and 
significant community asset,” said AgraQuest CEO Marcus 
Meadows-Smith. “We are honored that we can be part of 
the Arboretum’s long history of community support.”

In addition to the hard work of its employees, the 
company also made a financial donation for materials for 
the project. 

“We had the vision and the plan, but we didn’t have 
the staff or the funding to make it happen,” said Emily 
Griswold, assistant director of horticulture at the Arbore-
tum. “The contribution from AgraQuest, both the volun-
teer labor and the financial gift, made it possible.” 

The quarter-mile trail leads visitors through oaks from 
different habitats around the world, ranging from Medi-
terranean woodlands and Meso-American cloudforests to 
Texas desert scrub and Asian temperate forests. The variety 

Be sure to visit the new trail in the Shields Oak 
Grove built by AgraQuest employees.
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Cal Aggie Work Day— 
Giving Back to Campus



Chumash healer Cecilia Garcia (above) and USC Pharmacy 
Professor James Adams engaged the audience in a spirited 
discussion at a Science Café event on Chumash Traditional 
Medicinal Uses of California Plants.

From left, English Dept. faculty members Yiyun Li (a 2010 MacArthur “Genius” 
Award recipient) and Lucy Corin, and graduate student Julia Halprin-Jackson, at the 
4th annual Opening Night: Readings by UC Davis Creative Writing Faculty, at the 
Arboretum’s Wyatt Deck.

Foreground from left: Stephanie Hankinson (Nurse) 
listens intently to Gia Battista (Juliet) in the Davis 
Shakespeare Ensemble’s premier production of Romeo 
and Juliet at the Arboretum’s Gazebo, co-sponsored by the 
Friends of the UC Davis Arboretum. Background from left: 
Ian Walters (Romeo) and Kristopher Ide (Friar Lawrence).

Student musical groups such as the Samba School (in green shirts, above) 
and Gamelan Ensemble entertained the crowd. Students in Professor 
David Grenke’s dance class performed an Arboretum-inspired dance 
(dancer in white shirt, above left) to music composed by graduate student 
Ching-Yi Wang and students in Professor Lucy Gough’s drama course 
read monologues inspired by the Arboretum. Iranian guest artist Raheleh 
“Minoosh” Zomorodina, along with students in Professor Robin Hill’s art 
class, created a quilt (above) made from natural materials collected in the 
Arboretum, while Professor Hearne Pardee and a student in his plein air 
painting class painted the work as part of the Arboretum landscape.

The Arboretum 
partnered with the Division 
of Humanities, Arts and 
Cultural Studies (HArCS) on 
the first-ever Arboretum 
GATEways Arts Festival 
to showcase the creative 
talent of UC Davis students 
and faculty in the arts. 

Poets Susan Kelly-DeWitt and Chicano/a Studies faculty member Xico Gonzales read 
from their work for the Poetry in the Garden series at the Arboretum’s Wyatt Deck.
.
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Friends’ annual Appeal will support nature education

In the short time the plaques have been in the Oak Grove, 
we’ve already seen how children’s imaginations are sparked by 
the whimsical portrayals of jays, deer, and insects that live with 
and on the oaks. The plaques have already become a treasured 
and anticipated feature of the stately grove and the Arboretum’s 
educational programs.

Each beautiful and distinctive tree plaque is available for 
dedication for $1,500. Dedicating a tree plaque 
along the new Oak Discovery Trail supports the 
Arboretum’s education programs for children and 
families, including our partnership with the Art-
Science Fusion Program. Donors will receive special 
recognition in the Oak Grove. 

There are also a limited number of plant and in-
sect tiles still available for dedication in the Nature’s 
Gallery Court mural being installed this year in a 
site between the Oak Grove and Arboretum Teach-
ing Nursery. 

To learn more about all of these special dedication oppor-
tunities, please visit dedications.ucdavis.edu or contact Suzanne 
Ullensvang at (530) 752-8324 or sullensvang@ucdavis.edu. 

Suzanne Ullensvang, Resource Development Manager

In this age of smart phones, social media and “screen time” 
do you think it’s still important for young people to have places 
to explore and connect with nature? We do, and you can help! 

A core part of the Arboretum’s mission is environmental 
education, not only for students on campus but also for chil-
dren and families from the region. The gardens are an inviting 
place to touch a tree, admire a hummingbird, learn about water-
thrifty plants and so much 
more. School tours, family 
events and children’s activities 
are all part of the Arboretum’s 
array of kid-friendly programs.

Please show your sup-
port for this important work 
through a gift to the annual 
appeal of the Friends of the 
Arboretum. Your donation 
directly supports the family 
education programs happening 
this year… and the gardens that 
are free and always open to the 
public. 

Why do the Friends ask 
for your help with this once-a-
year appeal, over and above the 
dues you pay to be a member of 
the Friends? The Arboretum is 
a regional resource connecting 
campus with community; it de-
pends on investment from both 
the University and people in the 
community who love the gardens. University funding covers 
less than half of the Arboretum’s operating budget each year—
much of the rest comes from generous individuals like you.

Now is the time when the Friends ask you to do your part. 
Mail a gift today in the enclosed envelope to help support edu-
cational programs for children and families in the Arboretum. 
Whether it’s $5, $50, $500 or more, your contribution makes 
a difference. You’ll feel good knowing you’ve helped kids and 
families connect with nature.

Thank you to the donors who have already contributed to 
this year’s appeal.

New! Mosaic Tree Plaque Dedications Available

Looking for an exceptional gift or a unique way to honor 
a loved one? Consider dedicating a mosaic tree plaque in the 
Peter J. Shields Oak Grove. 

UC Davis students and community members worked with 
the Art-Science Fusion Program to create beautiful mosaic tree 
plaques for 35 oak trees along the paths. Each plaque is a strik-
ing portrait of an oak tree, bringing alive the story of its unique 
leaves, acorns, bark and the animals that share its life.

Above: Mosaic tree plaques in the Oak 
Grove spark young visitors’ imagination. 
Plaques are available for dedication. 
Right: Arboretum Ambassadors provide 
hands-on environmental education for 
children and families.

The Arboretum Online
If you would like to receive periodic updates about 

Arboretum events and other news by email, visit our 
website at arboretum.ucdavis.edu to sign up for our 
email newsletter, The Leaflet. Or you can send an email to 
arboretum@ucdavis.edu with Leaflet in the subject line.

Another good way to keep up is to follow the Arbore-
tum on Facebook—search for The UC Davis Arboretum. 
Director of Horticulture Ellen Zagory maintains the site and 
posts frequent updates on her favorite plants. 

One more fun online learning opportunity: if you visit 
www.yourgardenshow.com and search for “Storer Garden” 
you can watch a great short video with Superintendent 
Emeritus Warren Roberts showing some Arboretum All-
Stars, our top recommended plants for California gardens.
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Guided Tours
No charge, no reservation required 

Walk with Warren
Wednesday, January 12, noon, Gazebo

Walk with Warren
Wednesday, February 9, noon, Gazebo

Acacia Grove in Bloom
Saturday, February 26, 2 p.m. 
Arboretum Headquarters

Plant Sale Preview
Saturday, March 5, 2 p.m.
Arboretum Teaching Nursery

Walk with Warren
Wednesday, March 9, noon 
Arboretum Headquarters

Spring in the Native 
Plant Garden
Saturday, March 19, 2 p.m.
Buehler Alumni & Visitors Center

Plant Sale Preview
Saturday, March 26, 2 p.m.
Arboretum Teaching Nursery

(530) 752-4880

Arts & Letters
Twelfth Night
Thursday–Sunday, January 13–16 
and January 20–23
8 p.m., Gazebo
Tickets: $12 adults; $8 students; 
 	      $5 children 12 and under 
Friends of the UC Davis Arboretum 
and the Davis Shakespeare Ensemble 
present Twelfth Night, Shakespeare’s 
most musical play as well as greatest 
comedy, directed by Rob Salas. 
The production will feature a live 
rock band playing original pieces, 
with music directed by UC Davis 
Alumnus Dave Moschler. To reserve 
tickets or for more information, 
email davis.shakespeare@gmail.com 
or call (760) 310-0323.

FOLk Music Jam 
sessions 
Alternate Fridays: January 7, 21,  
February 4, 18, March 4, 18
12–1 p.m., Wyatt Deck 
	 Folk musicians are invited to 
bring their acoustic instruments—
fiddles, guitars, banjos, mandolins, 
squeeze boxes, you name it—and 
play together informally over the 
lunch hour. All skill levels are wel-
come, and listeners are invited. 

Members-Only 
Plant Sale
Celebrating the 40th Anniversary of 
Friends of the UC Davis Arboretum

Saturday, March 12, 9 a.m.–1 p.m. 
Arboretum Teaching Nursery
Members only—join at the door 
All members receive a free plant!
     Get first choice of our spring 
sale plants, including Arboretum 
All-Stars and other great plants for 
Central Valley gardens! Enjoy music, 
refreshments, and children’s activities. 
Expert garden advice available. Bring 
your member card or join at the 
door for 10% member discount. Free 
parking in Visitor Lot 55.

Calendar of Events

Winter 2011

arboretum.ucdavis.edu

Family Programs
Storytime Through the Seasons 
Under the Persian Oak
Sunday, January 30, 2–4 p.m., Gazebo 
(Rain Location: 146 Environmental Horticulture)
	 Children and families are invited to join us for a 
free outdoor reading program exploring the natural and 
cultural world of the Middle East. Discover the diversity 
of oaks through hands-on activities. All ages are wel-
come. Sponsored by the Arboretum Ambassadors with a 
grant from Target.

Native Californian Elderberry 
Flute-Making Workshop
Sunday, February 6, 1–3 p.m.
146 Environmental Horticulture
	 In this free two-hour workshop you will learn 
how to make a Native Californian elderberry flute from 
East Bay Regional Parks docent Antonio Flores. Anto-
nio will talk about the culture of flute-making and the 
endangered elderberry beetle, and teach us how to play 
our flutes. All materials will be supplied. Please bring a 
sharpened pocket knife. All ages are invited. Adults will 
need to supervise their young children. 

Storytime Through the Seasons 
Expedition to Africa
Sunday, March 6, 2–4 p.m., Arboretum Headquarters 
(Rain Location: 146 Environmental Horticulture)
	 Take a safari to Africa with this free outdoor read-
ing program for children and families. Explore the 
stories and nature of Africa in the Acacia Grove. All ages 
are welcome. Sponsored by the Arboretum Ambassadors 
with a grant from Target.
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We extend our sincere gratitude to these donors

Donations August–October 2010

New & Renewing Members

Tom Adams
Susy Alarcol
Janet Aldrich
Thomas & Patricia 

Allen
Cindy Anders
Michael Arendarett
JoEllen Arnold
Diane Asmuth
James Atwood
Pat Bailey
Sue Bailey
Kathy Baker
Loy Baker
Balfour Enterprises
Lorraine Barr
Denise Barr
Elaine Barratt
Sally Barrett
Lisa Bates
E. C. Baumann
Shirley & G.R. Baxter
Ann Beinhorn
Kathy Bers
Franc Blackbird
Beatrice A. Boffen
Joan & Chuck 

Bollman
Bruce Bonner
Linda Borgeson
Carla Bossard
Shorty Boucher
Tim Bowles
Sam Brewer
Alison Briden
Lynn Brown
Karen Brown
Jeff Brown
Dick & Trish Bruga
Traci Bumham
Roberta Burke
Harry & Sheila Burtt
Bruce & Gayle Bush
Tom & Mary Byrne
Orla Cagney
Allen Call
Maria Cantu-Finch
Pearl Carpenter
Seeta Chaganti
Ravi & Celeste 

Chalasani
Frank Chan
Louise & Nick 

Charles
Tiffany Chase
Liz Cheecov
Roger Chetelat
Bridget Childs
Evita & Don 

Choquette
Christina Cogdell
Beverly Cole
Holly Cooper
Jeffrey Crocker
Lucinda Dangles
Gina Darin

Nelvia Davis
Susan Davis
Emily Dawson
Clay M. DeLong
Linda Dettling
Les & Mary Stephens 

DeWall
Ross & Joyce Dibble
Sabine Dickerson
Carol Dillard
Derek Downey
Carolyn Doyle
Elisabeth Dubin
Margaret Dugan
Sean & Andrea 

Duggan
Harrison Dunning
Charlene Durant
Ken Emanuel
Randy Beaton & 

Sidney England
Robin Erbacher
Patricia & Ralph 

Ernst
Sheryll Evenson
Nina Favorite
Pat Ferris
Judith Flynn
Gary & Susan Ford
Nancy Foster
Lluda Fox
Jan Freedman
Peggy & Clyde 

Froehlich
Diana Gamzina
Marsha Gibeling
Fred Gorin
David Gorton
Mary Graziose
Gayl Gregson
Mary Griggs
Thelma Lee Gross
Morgan Grossman
Mark Grote
Joyce Gutstein
Janet C. Hamilton
Janette Hamlin
Nancy Hampton
Anne Hance
Susan Hansen
Hilary Harkins
Richard & Vera 

Harris
Susan Harrison
Linda Hartman
Erin Hauge
Anne & Dave Hawke
Keri Hawkins
Judy Hecomovich
Steven Heisey
Welles Henderson
Tom Hendricks
Elizabeth Henry
Rand & Mary 

Herbert
Marilyn Herrmann

Patricia Hershberger
Katherine Hill
Neil Willits &  

Carole Hom
Nancy Houlding
Walter Howard
Beth Jacobs
Elizabeth Jacobson
Cheryl & Ronald 

Jensen
Shannon Jimenez
Marisol Jobe
Dave Jones
Heather Jones
Sue Jones
Suzanne E Jordan
Ruth & Carlen Jupe
Kairi Kaarus
John Kailath
Barbara Katz
Mayo Kawano
Jane Keller
David B. Kelley
Steven Kelly-Reif
Jonathan Kendrick
Robert & Cathryn 

Kerr
Ellyn Kesinger
Lori & John Key
Karen S. Khamashta
Camille Kirk
Jerrold Klatt
Brian Knapp
Jamie Knapp
Bill Knox
Kathy Koblik
Janet Koster
David Krumenacker
Julia Kulmann
Julie Kuo
Carole Kurahara
Manfred Kusch
Cecilia Kwan
Walter J. Laird
Sue Lamb
Debee Lamont
Laura Lampe
Janis Larsen
Carol Lazo
Mary J. Ledesma
Ken & Gaby Levine
Mark & Lorene 

Liebert
Marlene MacDonald
Linda Magrum
Adele & Joab 

Maldonado
Dianna Mangerich
Pat Mannion
Marilyn Mansfield
Christy Marsden
Ian Martyn
Susan McCabe
Eleanor McCalla
Frances McChesney
Chris McCort
Kristi Cargill & 

Daniel Mead

Joanne Merry
Pamela Metcalf
Karen Miletich
Marion Millar
Flagg Miller
Paul Miller
Wayne Miyao
Kathryn Monroe
Lisa Montesanto
Diane Moore
John & Lola Morgan
Cheryl Morgester
Adam Moule
Theresa Mungas
Michael Nehl
Melissa Nishio
Annette Sato &  

Alan Nobunaga
Robert & Roswita D. 

Norris
Julie Oliver
Jeanne-Marie Olmo
Karen Olson
Donnette Orsi
Julie Osborn
Charles W. Overfelt
Mike & Carlene 

Ozonoff
Art & Betty 

Packenham
Kerstien Padget
Lisa Palerson
Miep & Philip 

Palmer
Mira Parekh
Robin Parer
Pat Dahl Parker
Ian Pearse
Betty Pearson
Marilyn Peck
Maria Pedersen
Kristi Phillips
Jacquelyn Platt
Bonnie Plummer
Pamela Polakoff
Elizabeth & Mike 

Pott
Sarah Puchalski
Maryann Massenburg 

& Bob Purcell
Agelina Purdy
Lisa Quagliaroli
Susan Rainier
John Raney
Nicole Ranganath
Margaret Reedy
Marcia Reemts
Fred & Martha 

Rehrman
Tom Rennie
Barbara Rey
Charlie Rhyne
Robert Boughton & 

Dorothy Rice
Bill Ristenpart
Chris Roberts
Sue Robinson

Robert & Linda 
Rodden

Kevin Roddy
Jeff Rodrigues
Catherine Roller
Sylvia Rosen
Margaret Rouse
Marissa Rousso
Janet & Neil 

Rubenking
Donna Sachs Ph.D
Bonnie Sadkowski
Greg & Dolores 

Safran
Jean Salk
Ann Savageau
Marc Schenker
Tim Schoenhardt
Miriam Schroeder
Linda Schwartz
Charles Sellgren
Isabel Shaskan 
Cheryl Sheven
Jacob Shogren
Donna Skeen
Sam Smalls
Allison Smith
Cynthia M. Sorman
David Sorokowsky
Clark Dodsworth & 

Dina St. Clair
Staub/Reeves Family
Jan Sterling
Hans & Chris 

Strandgaard
Chuck Stuart
Mary Stump
Marged Sugarman
Rose Swift
Eugene Takahashi
Terrie L. Taylor
Irene Teneff Conner
Lisa Thompson
Jerry Thomte
Cynthia Thorburn
Jim Thorne
PJ Toal
Laura Tobia
Ag Effort Tri-Coop 

Garden
Lynda Trowbridge
Deniz Tuncer
Bonnie Turner
Allyson Ujimori
Ramon & Karen 

Urbano
Ann-Catrin Van
Patricia Van Stavern
Cliff Vargus
Veronica Villanueva
Roger Vincent
Heidi von Geldern & 

family
Alan Vosburgh
Connie & David 

Wade
Jeff Walker
Benjamin Wallacker

James Scaaf &  
Robin Walton

Judy Ward
Zipora Weinbaum
Jehanne Weinzettl
Cathy Wilken
Judi Williams
Eugene S. Wilson
Don & Ginger 

Winters
Jean Witzman
Marcy Wolfe
Loren Metger & 

Linda Woolfenden
Sylvia Wright
Mary Francis Wright
John Yoder
Bob & Liz Young
Ann I Young
Julie Young
Janet Young-

Matthews
Janet Zeller
Yihua Zhang

Manzanita 
Circle
Marcia & Craig 

Benham
Daryl & Joyce 

Deering
Liz & Tim Fenton
Fleet Feet Sports
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Dear Friends, 

The year 2011 marks the 40th anniversary of the 
Friends of the UC Davis Arboretum. An informal group of 
friends actually existed as early as 1960, but the organiza-
tion became an official campus support group in 1971, 
when UC Davis dealt with state budget cuts in part by 
eliminating funding for the Arboretum. The Friends quickly organized to lobby for 
reinstating the funding and to develop new funding strategies. They mobilized tre-
mendous campus and community support, and the following year’s campus budget 
included renewed state funding for the Arboretum. 

That was just the beginning. The Friends began raising funds through member-
ship dues and plant sales, and volunteered their time in the gardens, the nursery, 
and the office. They began offering guided tours of the collections and environmen-
tal education programs for school classes. They advocated for the Arboretum on 
campus and in the community. 

For the past 40 years, the Arboretum has depended on the support of the 
Friends of the UC Davis Arboretum to keep moving forward. In 2009, the Friends 
organization was recognized by the University as a Chancellor’s Laureate for donat-
ing over $1 million in accumulated gifts to the Arboretum. We thank you all for 
your dedication and commitment. 

The Members-Only Plant Sale on March 12 will be a celebration of the 40th an-
niversary. Everyone is invited—if you’re not a member yet, you can join at the gate 
to enjoy a 10% member discount, a free plant, and the party! See page 1 for details.

In addition to our loyal Friends, we have worked with some amazing com-
munity partners this year. I’d especially like to thank AgraQuest and the Cal Aggie 
Alumni Association. You can read about their projects on page 3, and then go visit 
the new trail in the Shields Oak Grove and the new Arboretum All-Stars demonstra-
tion planting at the Teaching Nursery, built by hard-working volunteers from those 
organizations.

I also want to thank everyone who has donated to our annual appeal. If you 
have not yet had a chance to donate, you can learn about an exciting new dedication 
opportunity—ceramic mosaic tree plaques in Shields Oak Grove—on page 5.

Be sure to visit the Arboretum in winter to enjoy seasonal highlights like color-
ful berries, beautiful bark, migrating birds, and winter-blooming shrubs. I’d also like 
to invite you to participate in our winter programs—see the calendar on page 6. 

I wish you the best for the new year and, as always, thank you for your support.

					     Sincerely,
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