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While the UC Davis Arboretum and Public 
Garden has been a visitor destination for the 
community for decades, our documented plant 
collections—which have been curated for over 
80 years—have also been used by UC Davis 
faculty and students for research. We would 
like to share with you three ongoing projects 
focusing primarily on habitat value and plant-
pollinator interactions. 

Hummingbird Health in the 
Environmental GATEway
In 2016, Dr. Lisa Tell, 
Professor and Re-
searcher in the Depart-
ment of Medicine and 
Epidemiology at the 
School of Veterinary 
Medicine, brought her 
expertise in hum-
mingbird biology to 
collaborate with Emily 
Griswold, Director of 
GATEways Horticulture and Teaching Gar-
dens, and Learning by Leading™ student Levy 
Hernandez to create the Hummingbird GATE-
way Garden, a demonstration garden located 
south of the new Veterinary Medicine Student 
Services and Admin Center. We developed the 
garden with Dr. Tell not only to demonstrate 
how others can create dedicated habitats to 

support hummingbirds, but to also shed light on 
the importance of the hummingbird population, 
its decline, and the work being done at UC Da-
vis to support it. 

To this end, Dr. Tell has set up hummingbird 
feeders at the Arboretum Teaching Nursery as 
one of her research sites to study the role ur-
ban feeders might play in the spread of disease 
in hummingbirds. “Hummingbird feeders attract 
birds to gather in areas where they normally 
wouldn’t congregate,” says Dr. Tell. “This is a 
human-made issue, so we’re looking at how 
that might change disease transmission and 
dynamics in populations.” Technology plays a 
key role in understanding hummingbird behav-
ior. Dr. Tell and her team tag birds with passive 
integrated transponders, or PIT tags, that act as 
a unique identifi er. At each of Dr. Tell’s feeder 
research sites, there are radio-frequency identi-
fi cation (RFID) transceivers that track humming-
bird visitation and interactions. Dr. Tell’s study, 
conducted from September 2016 to March 
2018, recorded about 65,500 visits to seven 
feeding stations across three California sites. 
Dr. Tell’s team tagged 39 Anna’s hummingbirds 
and one Black-chinned hummingbird in the Ar-
boretum. Thirty-four of the 40 birds made their 
way back to the Arboretum Teaching Nursery, 
an 85% return rate.

See Next Page

Spring 
Plant Sales
Arboretum Teaching 
Nursery
Garrod Drive, UC Davis
arboretum.ucdavis.edu

Shop our one-acre 
nursery for the area’s 
largest selection of 
attractive, low-water 
plants perfect for our 
region.

PUBLIC SALES
9 am–1 pm
Saturdays

April 6
April 27
May 11

Ongoing UC Davis Research in the 
Arboretum and Public Garden
Rachel Davis, GATEways Horticulturist

Students from Dr. Rachel 
Vannette’s laboratory 
in the Department 
of Entomology and 
Nematology examine 
fuchsia blossoms to 
determine which fl oral 
traits are attractive to 
pollinators.
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Pinkerton Prize  
Awarded
We are delighted to honor Mia Groff, Amber Medina, 
and Vanessa Verdugo, three remarkable student 
leaders, with this year’s Pinkerton Prize for Outstand-
ing Student Contributions. This award, created by 
Deborah Pinkerton, a former environmental educa-
tion employee with the Arboretum, and husband Bret 
Hewitt, honors our exceptional education students. 

As co-coordinator for the Museum Education team, 
Mia Groff has led a number of projects focused on 
interpreting the Arboretum and Public Garden’s 
collection and making it accessible to learners of 
all ages, most notably the campus and city tree tag 
project last spring and more recently, the new self-
guided tour brochure for Shields Oak Grove. Amber 
Medina has been an Arboretum Ambassador since 
2016 and is currently a co-coordinator for the team. 
She is experienced in teaching in formal and informal 
settings to diverse audiences and has made immense 
contributions to our program offerings including Pa-
cific Flyway Family Day, the Davis ArtAbout, and the 
annual Meet the Arboretum Tour. As co-coordinator 
for the GATEways Outreach Program, Vanessa Ver-
dugo has led her team in creating investigation learn-
ing stations for visitors about pollinators and has also 
developed Nature Rx programs that focus on health 
and well-being.

These three students have created unique, engag-
ing opportunities for our visitors to experience the 
beauty and educational value of the Arboretum and 
Public Garden. Each has made a lasting impression 
on our staff, and we are thrilled to see them join the 
thriving community of educators who have received 
this honor. 
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We are excited to support this research and are currently working with 
Dr. Tell’s laboratory to train Learning by Leading™ students in mainte-
nance of the feeders. We hope that this study can continue to inform us 
of the best ways to provide a healthy habitat for the wildlife in our gar-
dens. Learn more about Dr. Tell’s research at hummingbirds.vetmed.
ucdavis.edu. 

California Fuchsia and Pollinator Research
Dr. Rachel Vannette, Assistant Professor in Ento-
mology and Nematology, studies a wide variety of 
organisms that use plants for their survival. Using 
the Arboretum and Public Garden’s large collec-
tion of California fuchsia (Epilobium canum) variet-
ies and cultivars, Dr. Vannette examines pollinator 
and microbial flower preferences. The research 
compares floral color, size, and length of floral 
tube. Her goal is to link floral traits, pollinator attraction, and microbial 
communities found in nectar. Each Fall Quarter, Dr. Vannette teaches 
an introductory Animal Biology lab where her class marks and tags 
Epilobium in the Arboretum to study. Students conduct data collection 
to support her main research goals, but are also able to ask their own 
questions by completing group projects. Past student research ques-
tions include: Do hummingbirds prefer flowers higher from the ground? 
Do shaded plants produce less nectar than plants in the sun?  What is 
the relationship between floral color and nectar sweetness?

Dr. Vannette has summarized her work in an upcoming paper titled 
“Nectar microbiome structure and function changes over time and with 
dispersal vectors.” We look forward to working with Dr. Vannette on 
this ongoing project, which also provides opportunities for our Learn-
ing by Leading™ students to design and maintain garden plots that sup-
port her research. Learn more about Dr. Vannette’s research at  
vannettelab.faculty.ucdavis.edu. 

Mapping Bee Habitat 
Starting in 2017, Kim Chacon, a UC Davis doctoral 
candidate in Geography, has made the most of 
her walks through the Arboretum. Each week, she 
has surveyed bees and flowers throughout our 
gardens, documenting flower visitation and bee 
species interactions. Kim works on habitat con-
nectivity for bees at a landscape scale. She says, 
“My work aims to learn more about what defines 
bee habitat fragmentation and also how to reme-
dy it.” Kim layers data from other research on bee foraging preferences, 
bee genus seasons, bloom-time data from Calflora, and the Arboretum 
and Public Garden’s GIS (Geographic Information Systems) coordinates 
to create maps that will be able to potentially identify high-quality bee 
habitat areas and the gaps that lay between them. Once her data is 
fully compiled, she hopes to apply her research to a GIS urban pollina-
tor analysis in San Francisco.

We are thankful that our gardens offer multi-dimensional resources to 
our campus community. Our diverse plant collections not only offer 
aesthetic tranquility and habitat havens, but legitimate opportunities 
for important and innovative scientific research across fields.
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Vanessa Verdugo (far left), Amber Medina, and  
Mia Groff pose with Bret and Clare Hewitt.
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Bridge Construction and Detours
This spring, construction will begin on the La Rue Road Bridge 
replacement project. The new bridge will safely accommo-
date the increasing number of cars, bikes and pedestrians 
now traveling to and from the campus’s expanding Gateway 
District. This project – majority-funded by the Federal High-
way Administration – replaces the current 32-foot-wide, almost 
70-year-old bridge with a 52-foot-wide span that meets cur-
rent seismic standards. Additionally, this project involves the 
relocation of critical utility lines and multiple improvements to 
the Arboretum.   

Throughout construction, both lanes of traffic will remain open 
to cars and bikes. Pedestrians will not be able to cross the 
bridge during construction. See our website and follow signs 
for detour routes. The affected areas of the Arboretum below 
the bridge include portions of the California Foothill Collec-
tion, the Warren G. Roberts Redbud Collection and parts of the 
Conifer Collection. Detours will be in place here throughout 

construction, which 
may last upwards of 
14 months.  

The good news 
is that the project 
brings new land-
scape and hard-
scape features to 
the Arboretum, up-
graded irrigation, the construction of accessible pathways and 
the inclusion of bridge features designed specifically to delight 
Arboretum visitors. Also, note that our horticulturists will work 
closely with the contractor to ensure that the trees, plants and 
wildlife in this area receive proper care and protection.

To learn more about this project and see where the detours 
will be in place, visit arboretum.ucdavis.edu/la-rue-bridge

Rachel’s Top 3 Pollinator Plants
Rachel Davis, GATEways Horticulturist 

The Arboretum Teaching Nursery is full of pollinator-friendly plants that will make your garden pop. After consulting Taylor Lewis, 
our Nursery Manager, I have selected three plants available at our upcoming Plant Sale fundraisers that have adapted to attract 
pollinators, specifically bees, hummingbirds, and butterflies. 

Bee: Yarrow
Bees are the most efficient pollinators in 
the garden. They visit brightly colored 
flowers with blue and yellow hues since 
reds are not visible to them. Bees ap-
preciate a nice landing platform and visit 
flowers like yarrow (pictured here Achil-
lea ‘Coronation Gold’ ) and goldenrod 
(Solidago sp.) Bees often visit flowers 
that have low ultraviolet reflectance 
near the center of each petal. Ultraviolet 
is beyond the human visual spectrum, 
but this adaptation acts as a bull’s eye 
for bees to get quick access to nectar 
and is an efficient way for the flowers to 
get pollinated. Bees are also attracted 
to sweetly aromatic or minty fragrances. 

Hummingbird: California Fuchsia
Hummingbirds are the high energy 
olympians of the garden. Since their 
hearts pump 1,200 times per minute, 
they are in a constant flurry, darting 
around the garden to fuel their activ-
ity. A favorite native flower is Califor-
nia fuchsia (pictured here Epilobium 
canum), available in multiple varieties 
and cultivars. Hummingbirds are able to 
see reds, but enjoy any flower that has a 
high-nectar output that replenishes rap-
idly. They do have the advantage when 
it comes to tubular flowers, an adapta-
tion that has favored these long-beaked 
birds. The petals are recurved at the 
floral tube opening, allowing their feath-
ered faces to sweep up some pollen to 
exchange at the next flower stop. 

Butterfly: Buckwheat
With their straw-like mouth parts called 
proboscises, butterflies can probe for 
hard-to-reach nectar in brightly colored 
(white, red, yellow and orange) flowers. 
They also appreciate sturdy landing 
platforms and often visit clusters of 
small flowers like buckwheat (pictured 
here Eriogonum parviflorum) and cow 
parsnip (Heracleum maximum). Buck-
wheats provide double-duty benefits 
for your butterfly garden since they are 
also a larval food plant for some but-
terfly species. Although butterflies have 
a weaker sense of smell compared to 
bees, some butterfly species produce 
floral scents to attract the opposite sex. 
This adaptation allows the butterflies to 
use an established attractive feature as 
an advantage for reproduction.
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LEARNING BY LEADING™ 

Student Spotlight: 
Katherine Braff ord

Katherine Braff ord is a co-
coordinator for the Sustain-
able Horticulture Learning by 
Leading™ internship. Katherine 
transferred to UC Davis and 
studies Plant Sciences and 
Religious Studies. The Sus-
tainable Horticulture team de-
signs and plants sustainable, 
low-water landscapes across 
the UC Davis Arboretum and 
Public Garden. Katherine, 
along with her staff  mentor 
Ryan Deering, and fellow 

co-coordinator, leads hands-on training for her team that 
includes irrigation design and installation, planting design, 
plant selection and installation, and long-term maintenance.

Katherine likes having the opportunity to get her hands 
dirty, making the campus more beautiful, ecologically 
functional, user-friendly, and better adapted to Davis’s cur-
rent and future climate. Last year, Katherine and her team 
transformed two sites on campus, one along La Rue Road 
across from Arboretum Headquarters and another along the 
Arboretum path west of the Southwest USA and Mexican 
Collection. The La Rue site now brightens the edge of 
campus with pollinator-friendly plantings and reduces runoff  
with a rain garden, all while avoiding plants or grading 
changes that could damage buried utility lines. This year, 
Katherine and her team are designing and planting two 
sustainable sites south of Shields Library, as well as the Sea 
of Cortez Memorial Garden. The Sustainable Horticulture 
team’s work is an essential element of our greater plan to 
transform UC Davis to a climate-ready campus.   

LEARNING BY LEADING™ 

Student Spotlight: 
Cory Quon

Cory Quon, co-coordinator for 
the new Habitat Horticulture 
Learning by Leading™ team,  
is a transfer student who has 
worked her way through the 
Learning by Leading™ leader-
ship ladder. She discovered a 
passion for horticulture when 
she joined our Sustainable 
Horticulture team her fi rst year 
on campus, and switched her 
major to Sustainable Environ-
mental Design with a minor 
in Landscape Restoration. 

Cory proceeded to work as a landscape assistant to help 
maintain the Arboretum Waterway, gaining hands-on habitat 
restoration skills. This led her to intern for the Naturalized 
Lands and Habitat Restoration team. Cory has also interned 
with UC Davis doctoral candidate Kim Chacon, supporting 
Kim’s native bee mapping project (see page 2). As the Ar-
boretum and Public Garden applies for UC Davis to join Bee 
Campus USA, Cory’s knowledge and experience will be a 
great asset. These opportunities prepared Cory to transition 
from an intern to a team leader for the new Habitat Horti-
culture team. Its work is centered in the habitat gardens of 
the Environmental GATEway located at the west end of the 
Arboretum and Public Garden.  

Cory is beyond thrilled to create and enhance pollinator 
habitat on campus while also raising awareness about 
importance of pollinators in natural and agricultural envi-
ronments. The Habitat Horticulture team will continue the 
momentum of creating sustainable landscapes and forging 
academic collaborations as UC Davis prepares to imple-
ment the Living Landscape Adaptation Plan, our 70-year 
plan focused on adapting the campus landscape to the 
likely impacts of climate change.

New Visitor Map 
Available 
We are excited to share that we have a new 
visitor map for the Arboretum and Public 
Garden. Pick up a copy at Arboretum Head-
quarters or download it from our website 
(arboretum.ucdavis.edu/
uc-davis-arboretum-visitor-map) to explore 
our three walking loops, each off ering an 
in-depth look at the work we do to 
inspire human potential to help people and 
environments thrive. We hope this new 
resource will aid you as you wander the 
Arboretum through the seasons!
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Peter J. Shields 
Oak Grove

Carolee Shields 
White Flower 
Garden and 
Gazebo

Ruth 
Risdon 
Storer 
Garden

Arboretum 
Teaching 
Nursery

Hummingbird 
GATEway 
Garden

Nature’s 
Gallery 
Court

Mediterranean 
Collection

Animal 
Science 
GATEway 
Garden

Good Life 
Garden

Putah 
Creek 
Lodge

Wyatt Deck

UC Davis Welcome Center
(M-F 8am-5pm,  
Saturdays 9am-3pm)

Mondavi 
Center

Hyatt 
Place

Environmental 
Horticulture

Arboretum and Public 
Garden Headquarters
Valley Oak Cottage is open weekdays  
8am-5pm, closed weekends and holidays
Restroom hours 8am-5pm daily

Mrak Hall

School of Veterinary Medicine

Davis Commons 
Shopping Center

South 
American 
Collection

Eric E. Conn 
Acacia Grove

Southwest U.S.A./  
Mexican Collection

Conifer 
Collection

Warren G. 
Roberts Redbud 
Collection

California Rock 
Garden (Geology 
GATEway Garden) Desert 

Collection

California 
Foothill 
Collection

Native American  
Contemplative 
Garden

East Asian 
Collection

Mary Wattis 
Brown Garden 
of California 
Native Plants

T. Elliot Weier 
Redwood Grove

Australian/
New Zealand 
Collection Arboretum 

GATEway 
Garden 

Putah 
Creek 
Parkway

Arboretum 
Terrace 
Garden  
and Lois 
Crowe Patio
(Check website 
for garden hours)
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(530) 752-4880
arboretum.ucdavis.edu

0.25 MILES

P Visitor Parking
Parking is $9/weekday;  
free on weekends and holidays. 
Permits can be purchased from 
machines in visitor lots and are 
valid for one day.

Public Restrooms

Drinking Fountain

Public Dining

Dogs
For the safety of visitors and 
wildlife, dogs must stay on leash  
in the Arboretum.

Ducks
Feeding ducks, or any waterfowl, 
is NOT PERMITTED on the  
UC Davis campus.

Jan Shrem and 
Maria Manetti 
Shrem Museum 
of Art

Scrubs Cafe 
(M-Th 7am-5pm, 
Fridays 7am-3pm)

Welcome to the  
UC Davis Arboretum! 
The Arboretum is home to over 20 different gardens featuring plants from California and places 
with similar summer-dry climates across the globe, including Australia, South Africa and the 
Mediterranean region. Some are demonstration gardens where visitors can learn about best 
practices in sustainable horticulture, and others feature world-class scientific collections of a 
single plant group, such as the Peter J. Shields Oak Grove.
 
The main path around the Arboretum Waterway is 3.5 miles, but there is so much to see 
here that we have suggested three walking tours. Each loop is approximately 1 mile and will 
introduce you to the work we do to inspire human potential to help people and environments 
thrive. The average visit per loop is 45 minutes on foot.

Animal Science GATEway 
Garden

UC Davis GATEway Loop 
Explore the diverse academic work of UC Davis in our GATEway 
gardens. These landscapes were co-created with faculty and 
students in multiple campus departments.

California Rock GardenGood Life Garden

Peter J. Shields Oak Grove
Photo: jdavisphotography.com

Ruth Risdon Storer Garden

Environmental GATEway Loop 
Discover the diversity of habitats in the Arboretum and gather ideas 
for your home landscape in our valley-wise demonstration gardens. 

Nature’s Gallery Court

Mary Wattis Brown Garden 
of California Native Plants

Arboretum WaterwayArboretum GATEway 
Garden

Arboretum GATEway Loop  
Enjoy our newly-renovated Arboretum Waterway and explore native 
plant gardens that celebrate our local natural and cultural heritage. 
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(M-F 7am-6pm)

Limited 1-hour 
free parking

Putah Creek 
Lodge Lot

Gateway 
Parking 
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Lot 5
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plant sales
 

Public Sales 
9 am–1 pm
Saturdays – April 6,  
April 27, May 11

Shop our one-acre nursery 
for the area’s largest selection of attractive, 
low-water plants perfect for our region.

Members always save 10%  
on every purchase!
Not a member?  
Join online, at the door or call ahead!

Arboretum Teaching Nursery 
Garrod Drive, UC Davis 
arboretum.ucdavis.edu 

Weekday Plant Sale for  
UC Davis Affiliates
Tuesday, April 9
12–1 pm and 3:30–5:30 pm

Students, academics, staff, alumni, retirees, 
volunteers, donors and more are invited to 
shop. Only checks or credit cards will be 
accepted.

music & wellness
 

Folk Music  
Jam Sessions
Fridays, April 5 & 19;  
May 3, 17 & 31; June 14 & 
28 noon–1 pm
Wyatt Deck

Folk musicians are invited to bring their 
acoustic instruments and play together 
informally over the lunch hour. All skill levels 
are welcome, and listeners are invited. 

Relax and Unwind  
with Nature Rx
Saturday, May 4  
11 am–1 pm
Arboretum Gazebo 

Find balance with all-ages yoga, watercolor 
painting, tea sampling and more.

all-ages programs
 

Rang De Davis –  
A Celebration of Holi 
Sunday, April 7
12–4 pm, Arboretum Gazebo

Have a fun-filled time in this magnificent 
celebration of joy and love with colors, water, 
dance, music and Indian food. Co-sponsored 
by the Indian Graduate Student Association.

From Palm Fronds to Fish Fins
Sunday, April 7
2–4 pm, Environmental Horticulture 146

Jason Dewees, author of “Designing with 
Palms,” and Chris Dewees, author of “A Life 
Among Fishes,” will team up to talk about 
their respective passions that integrate 
nature with art.  

Annual Picnic Day Celebration
Saturday, April 13
Parade 10 am–12 pm, 
UC Davis campus and downtown

12–3 pm, Good Life Garden, Robert Mondavi 
Institute for Wine and Food Science

Find us at the ever-popular parade and in the 
UC Davis Good Life Garden!  
picnicday.ucdavis.edu 

Tea & Conversation
Sunday, April 14
11 am–1 pm, Wyatt Deck

Let’s bloom into spring and try five unique 
tea flavors: chrysanthemum, lavender, 
jasmine, rose, and daisy. Co-sponsored by 
the Global Tea Club. 

The Gottlieb Native Garden:  
A California Love Story
Friday, April 26
7 pm, Putah Creek Lodge

Susan Gottlieb and Scott Logan describe 
how to restore natural habitat and protect 
biodiversity with simple, individual actions. 

2nd Friday ArtAbout  
at the Arboretum 
Friday, May 10
5–7 pm
Arboretum GATEway Garden (behind Davis 
Commons Shopping Center)

Join us for art activities in the Arboretum 
GATEway Garden during the city’s monthly 
self-guided artwalk.

guided tours

Wednesday Walks with Warren
April 10, May 8, June 12  
noon, Arboretum Gazebo

Join Superintendent Emeritus Warren 
Roberts for an always-engaging, seasonally 
updated tour.

West End Discovery Tours
Sunday, May 5
10 am, Arboretum Gazebo
11 am, Good Life Garden

Saturday, June 1
11 am, Arboretum Gazebo

Join our Learning by Leading™ students 
and UC Master Gardeners of Yolo County 
for interactive tours of featured areas of 
the Arboretum including the Hummingbird 
GATEway Garden and our newly redesigned 
Good Life Garden (May 5 only).

East End Discovery Tours
Saturday, May 18
10 am and 1 1 am, Shovel Archway  
(Arboretum GATEway Garden)

Join our Learning by Leading™ students 
and UC Master Gardeners of Yolo County 
for interactive tours of featured areas of 
the Arboretum including the Arboretum 
Waterway and Arboretum GATEway Garden. 

camp shakespeare

Campers will explore two productions from 
Davis Shakespeare Festival’s 2019 season: 
The Tenth Muse and The Comedy of Errors. 
Through theatre games, acting workshops, 
and a culminating show, campers will 
sharpen their performance skills while having 
a blast.
 
Session I (Ages 8-12): July 8 – July 19
Session II (Ages 8-12): July 22 – August 2

Both sessions will take place at the UC Davis 
Arboretum and camp will run Monday-Friday 
from 9 am–3 pm with options for early drop 
off and late pick up.
 
SIGN UP!  
Visit shakespearedavis.org,  
email davis.shakespeare@gmail.com  
or call 530-802-0998. 

Spring 2019 GATEways Events
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REDBUD CIRCLE 
Phyllis & Alex McCalla

SEQUOIA CIRCLE 
Kevin Hague & Johanna Kwan
Judy Moores
Esther Socolofsky

VALLEY OAK CIRCLE  
Carol Benedetti
Bruce & Becky Conrad
Robert Elliott
Karen J. Moore & John Meyer
Susan Stover & John Pascoe
James Wellington

 
MANZANITA CIRCLE 
Susan Pruess & Todd Alleckson
Beulah Amsterdam
Kim and Kevin Bacon
Rodolfo Barniol Duran & Jessica 

Barniol
Sylvia Bender
Kristen and Alan Bennett
Mary Arellanez & Jonathon Blanck
Elizabeth Capell
Diane & Keith Cary
John Connolly
Elena Zherko & Evgeni Drynkin
D’Ann Finley
Mary Graziose
Larry & Beverly Greene
Teresa Kaneko
Manfred Kusch
Carol La Russa
Janet Lane
Susan Linz
Lutsko Associates
Adele & Joab Maldonado
Rick & Ann Mansker
Terry McDowell
Mark & Jennifer Micchio
Barbara & Harry Ohlendorf
Kevin and Bea Olsen
Jessie Ann Owens
Frank Pajerski
Anna Perantoni
Lesley Newson & Peter Richerson
Mary Mallory Rogers & Ron Rogers

William & Linda Schmidt
Mary G. Scott
Hannah & Sherman Stein
Linda Sternberg
Hermese Stevens
Kirk & Kathleen Steward
Kathryn Sylva
Flora Tanji
Allan & Jean Telford
Sloane Thomas
Thomas Kaiser & Andy Tillery
Valerie Williamson

 
FAMILY 
Daniel & Lynn Alvarez
Curtis & Elizabeth Anderson
Ana Sierra-Bacon & Scott Bacon
Belinda Beckett
Katrina & Jeffrey Benson
Rick Williams & Nicole Biggart
Joan & Chuck Bollman
Betty Jean Adamson & Carolmarie 

Brames
Colleen Callaghan & John Brawley
Daniel Leal & Eugene Caruso
Mark & Marcia Cary
Marlene & Maria Castro
Jess Cortez
Samantha & Linda Davidson
Ingrid Brust-Mascher & Jesus 

De Loera
Bill & Barbara Dendy
Robert & Gerilyn Diamond
Susan & James Doyle
Bob & Margie DuSell
Marilyn Townsend & Clyde Elmore
Jeffrey Mount & Barbara L. Evoy
Millie and Michael Farber
Lori Lubin & Chris Fassnacht
Laura & David Fisher
Gary & Susan Ford
Gustavo Soberano & Theresa 

Gannon
Michael & Linda Geller
David & Christine Hance
Matthew Richter & Susan Handy
Clare Cannon & Abbey Hart
Welles Henderson
Michael Hirst
Kari & Matt Huston
Jerry & Dee Johnson
Bruce Wallace & Anna Johnson
Michael Lopez
Elisabeth & Donald Lyman

Garry Douglas & Stephanie Myers
Amy Orellana
Larry Pell
Kelly & Loadel Piner
Christine & Jeff Pinnow
Alicia Lewis-Rikkonen & Paul 

Rikkonen
Sarah Rohwer
Helen Roland
Bruce Kutter & Louisa Ruedas
Hugh & Mary Safford
Lanier & Bill Sleuter
Hans Strandgaard
Anna Joy Thigpen Hunt & Virginia 

Thigpen
Randy Roberts & Rachel Tooker
Denice Decker & Jim Trumbly
Chris Walden
Paul & Holly Wong
Linda Tsao Yang
 

INDIVIDUAL 
Charlotte Acharya
Robert Agee
Jim Allan
Gaylene Anderson
Adrian Anderton
Diane Arnold
Phyllis Baecker
Kjersten Barklow
Jodi Barnhill
June Bauman
Kim Belford
Marian Bender
Caroline Bledsoe
Ernie Blevins
Pamela Bone
Lisa Borok
Christopher Bosch
Gerald Brant
Debra Brodersen
Ann Burris
Allean Burton
Brent Campos
Michelle Cardenas
Brenda Carey
Sarah Caves
Hinda Chandler
Shiyu Chen
Dan Choi
Dana Chu
Lindsay Clark
Barbara Claypool-Transon
Sue Colombano

Judy Cotham
Tim Crowley
AnnMaria De Grassi
Wendi Delmendo
Anantha Devarajan
Anne Dieu
Mary Dixon
Mary Dobosz
Joel & Linda Dobris
Kathy Dodson
Danielle Duckett
Mark Duerre
Natalya Eagan-Rosenberg
Steve Ekstrom
Lisa Endicott
Stephanie Etting
Mariko Falke
Ken Foster
Edward Fotsch
Sara Gaines
Renda Glick
Chris Goodman
Patricia Grafton
Erin Grizard
Ana Cristina Grodzki
Corby Gueuther
Robert Gunther
Bill Haley
Jenelle Hallock
Lesley Hamamoto
Mary Hammes
Kathleen Harp
Steven Harris
John Hingtgen
Amy Hiss
Caryn J. Holmes
Dennis Hopwood
Mary Horton
Vance Howard
Angela Howe
Veronika Hubeny
Martha Hutchinson
Lora Jameson
Joan Jernegan
Jenny Johnson
Sue Jordan
C. M. Lucy Joseph
Susan Keen
Valerie Keeranan
Nuin-Tara Key
Kris Kralovich
Douglas J. Kubo
Su-Fei Kuok
Karen Lacara
Jennifer Lane
Ann Larsen

Karen Larssen
Gabriela Lee
Kat LeTran
Jeannette Long
Renata Losberg
Jenny Lubin
Jackie Lundy
Joseph Lynn
Jeremy Macahilig
Julie MacDonald
Julia Maclay
David Magliano
Doug Mandel
Susan Mann
Merry Marsh
Cindy McCoy
Jenny Meadows-Smith
Ruth Meltzer-Schreiber
Julia Menard-Warwick
Susan Moore
Christina Morrison
Melinda Mossar
Pamela Myczek
Barbara Myers
Laurie Ness
Josh Newman
Amy Nickerson
Kathy Olson
Janice Olson
Lily Ortega
Carol Owens
Kathleen Palacios
Lolita Palmer
Elena Perez
Andrea Pfeffer
Anne Quilter
Sharon Raney
Lia Ray
Casey Rhyan
Mary Ann Robinson
Naomi Rosen
John Rosenberger
Eric Ross
Gregory Roth
Allison Rowland
Monica Rudman
Therese Ruth
Olga Sanchez-Ochoa
Marianne Sandrock
Mary Scott
Barbara Sherwood
Darin Simmons
Ajay Singh
Shannon Skalisky
Karen Slinkard
Claire Smiley

Peggy Smith
Joanna Smith
Marta Sorensen
Helen Spangler
Kathleen Spencer
Rita Steele
Elisabeth Stemler
Jan Sterling
Sharon Strauss
Alicia Sullivan
Dawn Takaoglu
Joan Tarver
Katey Taylor
Allan Thode
Gene Trapp
Bonnie Turner
Andrea Vaiasicca
Treva Valentine
Dirk Van Vuren
Jesse Vasquez
Cecilia Vasquez
Alyssa Wallace
Elizabeth Warne
Beth Wells
Thomas Williams
Luna Williams
Patricia Wright
Marilyn Yeates
Gail Yokote
George D. Yonge

 
STUDENT 
Jared Borba
Sam Brinker
Sarah Butler
Maximilian Chen
Abigail Cohen
Ann Dang
Annelise Del Rio
Johnny Greavu
Alice Kinsey
Wenbin Mei
Sierra Messer
Iris Mollhoff
Katherine Nguyen
Luke Petersen
Lyndsay Rankin
Daniel Steele
Amy Tims
Micaela Young

We strive to acknowledge your gifts accurately. Please notify us of any corrections.

ENDOWMENT GIFTS
Deborah Pinkerton Arboretum Prize 
for Outstanding Students
Jan & Davis Campbell

Nancy & Don Crosby Learning by 
Leading Endowment
Don Crosby

Carolee Gish Ferguson Hummingbird 
Garden Endowment
Katie & Eric Hetrick

Mary Ann & Ernest Lewis Arboretum 
Endowment
Mary Ann & Ernie Lewis

FOUNDATION GIFTS
For Learning by Leading Program
Excelerate Foundation

BENCH DEDICATIONS
In Memory of Janice Wimmer Corbett
Stephen & Nancy Veatch

TRIBUTE GIFTS
In Honor of Nora Pena de Stanley
Francisco Pena de Stanley

In Honor of Robert Ralston &  
Ginny Vaughn
Cynthia Williams & Corey Ralston

In Memory of Phil & Ann Ames
Roger & Amy Aines

In Memory of Michael Brown
Robyn & Bruce Rominger

In Memory of Mary C. Major
Bret Hewitt

In Memory of Patricia Winton
Dr. David Neel & Dr. Lori Summa

LEARNING BY LEADING 
PROGRAM
Christy & Chris Dewees
Kathleen Laurin & Dr. Joseph Martin
Fred & Martha Rehrman

FRIENDS ANNUAL APPEAL
Roger & Amy Aines
Don Abbott
Margaret C. Adams
Alison Berry
William Bostock
Jan & Davis Campbell
Susan Cartwright
Mark & Marcia Cary
Becky & Bruce Conrad
Vona Copp
Natalie Dean
Robert & Gerilyn Diamond
Robert Elliott
Jaime Ordoñez & Carmia Feldman
Pauline Grenbeaux
Thomas & Gretchen Griswold
Susanne Haffner
Juliet Hart
Trinh Ho
Glen Holstein
Michael Lopez
Doug Rathgeb and Jean Lucas
Richard McCapes
Vicki Smith, Molly & Steve McMahon
Terry & Judy Murphy
David Neale
Kevin and Bea Olsen
Kathy Olson

Niels & Gerie Pedersen
Cal & Kitty Qualset
Cynthia Williams & Corey Ralston
Jan Garrison & Laura Reyes
Andrew Rogers & Betsy Faber Rogers
Leon Schimmel
Harold & Mary Schultz
Dean Simonton
Jakkrit Jararjakkrawhal & Robert 
Snider
Allan Thode
Laura Treister
Gretel Wandesforde-Smith

RESTRICTED GIFTS
Rebecca & Cappy Franti
Patricia Greene
Virginia Keeping
Eva Schelpeler & Neal Kroll
Kelly & Ken Lazzaroni
Mike Smith & Catherine McGuire
Tracy Storer

UNRESTRICED GIFTS
Gerald Dickinson
Sudwerk Brewing Co.
Jean Hsia & John Tang

GIFT IN KIND
Gerald Dickinson

Thank You Donors! November 2018 – January 2019
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UC Davis Oaks Forever! is a community campaign led by the UC Davis Arboretum 
and Public Garden to preserve our campus’s signature trees – the mighty oaks – and 
protect them for future generations. 

Why are campus oaks important?
Oaks frame our campus’s most iconic 
locations including the Quad, Memorial 
Union, major thoroughfares, entryways 
and more, providing beauty, shade and 
vital habitat for wildlife. The UC Davis 
Arboretum is home to one of the largest 
and most diverse oak collections in 
the country, focusing on trees from the 
southwest U.S., Mexico, and the Medi-
terranean region. The oak collection in-
cludes about 100 species, varieties, and 
hybrids used for teaching and research. 
Massive heritage valley oaks (Quercus 
lobata) line the Arboretum Waterway, 
and over 300 evergreen and deciduous 
oak trees grow in the 10-acre Peter J. 
Shields Oak Grove, at the west end of 
the Arboretum. 

With the growing threat of climate 
change, we are being proactive about 
conserving our precious campus oaks. 
Many other species of campus trees 
will not survive in the predicted warmer 
and more variable weather of the future, 
but oaks are particularly well-suited to 
survive and even thrive in these chal-
lenging conditions. By carefully manag-

ing our existing mature oak trees and 
planting well-adapted young oaks, we 
will guarantee a healthy and beautiful 
tree canopy across campus for genera-
tions to come. 

Campaign donations will help us:
• Establish and train a new team 

of student leaders to support the 
health of trees in Shields Oak Grove 
and other parts of campus by as-
sessing pruning needs and actively 
monitoring for pests and diseases.

• Improve nursery facilities and pro-
cesses for propagating oaks that 
are well-adapted to future climate 
pressures while also supporting the 
students and volunteers doing the 
collecting and propagating.

• Plant new oak trees on campus 
and establish young oak tree care 
teams as part of our environmental 
stewardship Learning by Leading™ 
Program.

• Create student-led oak education 
events to share the riches of 
UC Davis Oaks with the public.

When is the UC Davis Oaks 
Forever! Campaign?
The UC Davis Oaks Forever! campaign 
is a chance for everyone in our commu-
nity who loves the oaks on campus to 
help ensure their preservation for future 
generations. Campaign goal: Raise 
$80,000 in community donations. 

• Kicks-off  during UC Davis Give Day, 
April 12-13

• Continues during the regional 
Big Day of Giving, May 2 

• Concludes during National Public 
Gardens Week, Ma y 13-19 

Thank you for considering a gift to this 
campaign. You can mail a check in the 
enclosed envelope or visit our website 
for giving links. Families and organiza-
tions have already pledged gifts that will 
match your donation! If you’d like to be 
a social media “Ambassador” to help us 
spread the word about this campaign, 
have other questions, or would like to 
off er a matching gift challenge, please 
contact Suzanne Ullensvang at 
sullensvang@ucdavis.edu.

APRIL 12 – MAY 19,  2019 

UC DAVIS

Join us Picnic Day, Saturday, April 13 from 
12–3 pm in the Good Life Garden, 

located in the Robert Mondavi
 Institute for Wine and Food 

Science, to meet our 
Learning by Leading™ 

interns and learn 
more about this 

important 
project.
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FRIENDS OF THE UC DAVIS  
ARBORETUM AND PUBLIC GARDEN
EXECUTIVE BOARD 2018–19

Ann Trump Daniel, President
Martha Rehrman, Secretary
Chuck Foster, Treasurer
Griselda Castro, Member at Large 
Christina Craig-Veit, Member at Large
Lois Crowe, Member at Large
Ann Filmer, Member at Large
Pam Kazmierczak, Member at Large 
Ernie Lewis, Member at Large
Warren Roberts, Member at Large

GATEWAYS PLANNING COUNCIL

Bret Hewitt, Chair
Davis Campbell
Jan Campbell
John Crowe
Lois Crowe
Bob Gregoire
Ernie Lewis
Mary Ann Lewis
Judy Moores
Rich Naval
Warren Roberts
Howard-Yana Shapiro
Nancy Shapiro

ARBORETUM AND PUBLIC GARDEN 
LEADERSHIP

Kathleen Socolofsky, Assistant Vice Chancellor  
and Director

Carmia Feldman, Assistant Director
Andrew Fulks, Assistant Director

STUDENT STAFF

Malanyon Adams
Eliana Bono 
Katherine Brafford
Juliana Cheplick
Estrella Cruz
Zachary Emerson
Olivia Gray
Mia Groff
Jiahua Guo
Lily Hallmark
Connal Hart
Kaylin Hui
Catherine Jablonski
Manisha Koneru
Noreen Mabini

Elisabeth McAllister
Amber Medina
Kalie Miller
Cory Quon
Shawn Reid
Marjorie Rhodes
Sarah Samdin
Ellen Sanders-Raigosa
Riley Sholes
Aina Smart Truco
Caroline Tyler Smith
Tiffani To
Ruth Verdugo
Brady Wainio
Amanda Wong 

Dear Friends, 

Spring is here, and the Arboretum and Public Garden is buzzing with pollinators and 
researchers. We are working with a number of UC Davis faculty and students who 
are using our plant collections for academic research in a variety of departments. 
Read the cover story to learn about three ongoing pollinator-centric projects. As you 
get ready to join us for our Spring Plant Sales, learn what our horticulture team sug-
gests to plant in your home garden to attract bees, butterflies, and hummingbirds 
(see page 3).

Another very important habitat plant is the oak tree. This year we are focusing our 
spring giving campaign on UC Davis Oaks (from UC Davis Give Day on April 12 to 
the conclusion of National Public Gardens Week on May 19). This fundraising cam-
paign will help us protect existing oaks on campus and train student leaders to plant 
and care for new trees on campus and lead outreach events to educate the commu-
nity about these iconic trees (see page 7). We thank everyone in advance for your 
support of this exciting campaign. We invite you to join us and our students in the 
Good Life Garden during Picnic Day to learn more (see calendar on page 5).

Our Learning by Leading™ students continue to innovate in our gardens, and they 
are key partners with us as we make changes to our campus landscape to prepare 
for future climate conditions (see page 4). Three wonderful education students 
have been recognized for their environmental education leadership and have been 
awarded the Pinkerton Prize for Outstanding Student Contributions (see page 2). 
We thank Bret Hewitt and his late wife, Deb Pinkerton, for setting up this special 
prize fund, and cannot wait to see how all of these students take the skills they have 
learned at the Arboretum and Public Garden into the world.

As always, we want to thank all our members and donors (see page 6), and we look 
forward to sharing our progress on the UC Davis Oaks Forever! campaign in future 
publications. Be sure to join us for our diverse, engaging events (see page 5), and 
enjoy the spring blooms as you explore our gardens and collections.


