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THE NEW FRONT YARD:
EXTEND YOUR GARDEN’S BEAUTY WITH FALL-BLOOMING PLANTS
Ellen Zagory, Director of Horticulture
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Saturday

OCTOBER 11
9 AM - 11 AM
Members Only

Open to the Public 
11 AM - 1 PM 

Saturday

OCTOBER 25
Open to the Public  
9 AM - 1 PM

Arboretum Teaching 
Nursery
Garrod Drive, UC Davis

arboretum.ucdavis.edu

the review
UC DAVIS ARBORETUM AND PUBLIC GARDEN

THE CALL FOR STATEWIDE WATER conserva-
tion and predictions of rising water costs are a 
strong impetus to make the change to low-water 
landscape plants. Fortunately, the Arboretum 
Teaching Nursery grows many plants perfect for 
creating an attractive, low-water, low-mainte-
nance garden. Many of these provide color into 
the fall to extend the season of interest and will 
be available at our plant sales this October.	

Asters are good fall-blooming selections that 
come in a wide variety of heights and colors. We 
recommend Aster ‘Purple Dome,’ with its round 
ball of color and Aster × frikartii ‘Monch,’ with its 
long bloom season. This year we are also featur-
ing Aster chilensis ‘Point Saint George,’ a very vig-
orous groundcover whose flowers are attractive to 
butterflies. With irrigation, this clone will spread 
aggressively, so it is best used in very low-water 
areas and on banks where it can spread while 
reducing soil erosion. 

For the low-water gardener, we recommend the 
lesser-known groundcover salt heliotrope, He-
liotropium curassavicum, with waxy bluish leaves 
and pale lavender flowers on arching curved 
spikes. Its shallow corollas are attractive to a 
number of smaller butterflies. Salt heliotrope is a 
true perennial that will die back in winter.

Tough and colorful autumn sages (Salvia greggii 
and its hybrids Salvia × jamensis) are named for 
their prolific autumn bloom. These are available 

in a variety of colors, from deep reds (Salvia greg-
gii ‘Scott’s Red’), to orange, pink, and bicolored 
forms (like the resilient ‘Sierra San Antonio’ and 
quirky ‘Hot Lips’). The Santa Barbara sage Salvia 
leucantha ‘Midnight’ is also a dramatic and de-
pendable fall performer, with furry purple petals 
and calyces on tall wands of foliage in September. 

Durable and adaptable California fuchsias (Epi-
lobium canum cultivars), sparkling with silvery 
foliage and red-orange blooms, are a magnet 
for hummingbirds. Fall-blooming ornamental 
grasses, with their spikey forms and airy and 
delicate blooms, are the perfect complement to 
autumn perennials. 

CALIFORNIA FUCHSIA 

Epilobium canum

MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE 2



LAWN REPLACEMENT? This deep-
rooted, low-water use, low-main-
tenance groundcover is an excel-
lent lawn replacement or ground-
cover in sun or partial shade. 
It grows tightly to the ground, 
suppressing weeds once estab-
lished, and is bred to be sterile so 
it will not reseed in places where 
you don’t want it. At our October 
sales (while supplies last), we have 

permission to sell this exciting new groundcover, Lippia (Syn) 
Phyla nodiflora ‘Campagne Verde’ (common name Kurapia®) in 
four inch containers. This form was tested by UC researchers 
at Riverside in 2012 and now is being trialed at UC Davis by 
our California Center for Urban Horticulture for its ability to 
thrive with extremely little irrigation. Note: Its small white 
flower clusters are attractive to butterflies and bees, so it is 
not for use in children’s play areas. For more information, 
visit kurapia.com or email info@kurapia.com.

NEW VIDEOS!

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE WATER-
WISE PLANTS YOU’LL FIND AT OUR 
OCTOBER PLANT SALES

 SIERRA SAN 
ANTONIO SAGE

Salvia × jamensis 
‘Sierra San Antonio’

 AUTUMN SAGE

Salvia greggii 
‘Scott’s Red’ 

SALT HELIOTROPE

Heliotropium 
curassavicum

FRIKART’S ASTER 

Aster × frikartii 
‘Monch’ 

SANTA BARBARA 
SAGE 

Salvia leucantha 
‘Midnight’

PURPLE DOME  
MICHAELMAS DAISY 
Aster ‘Purple Dome’

AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THE UNITED STATES

KURAPIA® AVAILABLE AT FALL SALES

WATCH NURSERY MANAGER TAYLOR LEWIS on the Arbo-
retum and Public Garden’s YouTube Channel to learn more 
about some of the water-wise plants we’ll be featuring at our 
plant sales on October 11 and 25. The videos include infor-
mation about different plant varieties, their beneficial garden 
qualities, as well as maintenance tips.

Video topics we’ve posted so far include Salvias (sages), Cean-
othus (California lilacs), Eriogonum (buckwheat) and Flower 
Power: 13 Plants You Don’t Want to Overlook at our Fall Sales. 

Watch our videos at arboretum.ucdavis.edu 



MRAK HALL CIRCLE: CREATING CONNECTIONS AND COMMUNITY

LAST FALL our Arboretum and Public Garden team, along 
with volunteers, students, and UC Davis staff from the 
Offices of the Chancellor and Provost, came together to 
landscape a large portion of the roundabout also occupied 
by Robert Arneson’s celebrated egghead sculptures (2). 
The landscape is really beginning to fill in nicely so be 
sure to stop by and take a look! 

More than just a minor landscape improvement, from 
start to finish this project demonstrated how our campus 
grounds can be maximized to provide learning and 
building experiences for our students and community 
members. 

The low-water use irrigation system—installed by staff 
with volunteer assistance (3)—was also incorporated into 
a campus landscape architecture class on construction 
as a real-world demonstration of irrigation installation; 
the plant palette, selected by our horticulturists in 

OVER 12,000 PLANTS will be ready for customers to purchase at 
our fall plant sales. That’s an amazing number! 

Even more incredible is the story of how most of these plants are 
grown by volunteers working year-round behind the scenes at the 
Arboretum Teaching Nursery. Three different teams of volunteers, 
32 volunteers in all, meet weekly on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays at the Teaching Nursery to grow the plants and prepare 
for the fall and spring plant sales. Guided by the staff Nursery 
Manager and Propagation Specialist, and working alongside student 
employees and interns, the volunteers collect and sow seeds, take 
cuttings, transplant, do divisions, water, fertilize, and more. 

The nursery volunteers are an incredibly loyal and hard-working 
crew—many have been on their teams for seven years or longer! 
Propagation volunteer Lyn Taylor says, “I love the social aspect of 
the team and learning how to do plant propagation, while helping 
the Arboretum and Public Garden at the same time.” 

If you take some plants home from a plant sale this fall, think of the 
many volunteer hands that have nurtured those plants to prepare 
them for your garden. Thank you Teaching Nursery Propagation 
and Production Volunteer Teams for your wonderful contributions!

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
TEACHING NURSERY PROPAGATION AND 
PRODUCTION TEAMS

PLANTS YOU WILL FIND HERE:
Salvia × sylvestris ‘Blauhügel,’ blue hill wood sage • Gaura lindheimeri ‘Sparkle 
White,’ sparkle white guara • Baileya multiradiata, desert marigold • Muhlenbergia 
dubia, pine muhly • Epilobium canum ‘Carman’s Gray,’ Carman’s Gray fuchsia • 
Xerochrysum bracteantha ‘KLEBA04076’, Mohave® golden yellow strawflower • 
Bouteloua gracilis, blue grama grass • Gaillardia × grandiflora ‘Amber Wheels’ and 
‘Mesa Bright Bicolor’ • Narcissus asturiensis, miniature daffodil • Eschscholzia 
californica, California poppy

partnership with our campus landscape architecture unit, will 
also serve as a demonstration planting area of water-wise plant 
combinations that provide year-round interest; and lastly, the actual 
planting involved dozens of staff from the Offices of the Chancellor 
and Provost, including the Provost (4). They not only received planting 
tips from our staff, but now take pride in the part they played to 
beautify a high-profile part of campus (1).

1 43

2

Our Wednesday Teaching 
Nursery Propagation and 
Production Team (from left 
to right): Nancy Foster, Terry 
Davison, Kathryn Shack, 
Christine Joshel, Lyn Taylor, 
and Kathy Olson.
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SNAPSHOTS: GATEWAYS EVENTS & MORE
Your membership in and gifts to the Friends of the UC Davis Arboretum and Public Garden help fund these and 
other educational programs for our community. Thank you!

1.	Arboretum Ambassadors partnered with the UC Davis Entomology Club to host Bugtopia 3.0. Visitors learned how to 
capture and identify insects, held live insects from the UC Davis Bohart Museum, and created bug-inspired crafts.

2.	Students from an Elk Grove tutoring group participated in an insect tour in our Oak Grove. They created a variety of bug-
themed crafts and learned how to collect insects. Here Zacharias enjoys holding a Peruvian walking stick.

3.	Food science undergraduate Abigail Selya, from the UC Davis Olive Center, leads a delicious olive oil tasting with 
attendees of the Arboretum Ambassadors’ event Storytime Through the Seasons: Under the Tuscan Sun.

4.	To celebrate their graduation, creative writing graduate students including Benjamin Hinshaw, pictured here, read their 
own works to an audience of fellow students, friends, family, and community members at the third annual Farewell Reading 
of the Creative Writing masters students at the Arboretum’s Wyatt Deck. 

5.	Students enrolled in Camp Shakespeare—an arts partnership between the Davis Shakespeare Ensemble and the  
UC Davis Arboretum and Public Garden—rehearse their roles in Much Ado About Nothing. 

6.	Yoga instructor Loshan Ostrava leads participants in a 75-minute yoga class sponsored by the Arboretum Ambassadors.

7. A Whole Foods team member serves delicious desserts at a Whole Foods-sponsored event for “Circle” level members and 
longtime supporters. Read more about our partnership with Whole Foods on page 6.

8. Students from Peregrine Preschool on a field trip to the California Rock Garden—a Geology GATEways Garden—discover 
plant fossils embedded in the boulders.

9. Director of Public Horticulture Ellen Zagory speaks at a press conference supporting a bill to prevent residents in 
Homeowners’ Associations from being fined for installing drought-tolerant landscapes.
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GUIDED TOURS
WEDNESDAY WALKS WITH WARREN
October 8 • November 12 • December 10
All walks begin at 12 pm, Gazebo

Join Warren Roberts, the Superintendent Emeritus of the 
Arboretum and famous storyteller and punster, for an 
always engaging noontime exploration of the UC Davis 
Arboretum’s west-end gardens. 

AMONG THE OAKS
Sunday, October 19, 11 am, Gazebo 

Explore an amazing variety of oaks from around the world 
in the Peter J. Shields Oak Grove. Learn about the life cycle 
of oaks and see why autumn is acorn time in the grove. 

NATIVE AMERICAN USES OF  
CALIFORNIA PLANTS 
Sunday, November 2, 2 pm, UC Davis Welcome Center

Enjoy an engaging, family-friendly tour of the Native 
American Contemplative Garden and discover traditional 
uses for a variety of California plants.

FALL 2014 GATEWAYS EVENTS

ARTS & LETTERS
OPENING NIGHT: READINGS BY THE 
CREATIVE WRITING FACULTY
Thursday, October 9, 7 pm, Wyatt Deck  
(Rain location: 126 Voorhies Hall) 

Award-winning fiction writers and poets from the  
UC Davis Creative Writing Program read from their work: 
Joshua Clover, Lucy Corin, Yiyun Li, Katie Peterson, 
Margaret Ronda, and Joe Wenderoth. Co-sponsored by the 
English Department.

FOLK MUSIC JAM SESSIONS
Alternate Fridays: October 10 & 24, November 7 & 21, 
December 5 & 19, 12–1 pm, Wyatt Deck 

Folk musicians bring their acoustic instruments and play 
together informally over the lunch hour. All skill levels are 
welcome and listeners are invited.

SCIENCE & NATURE
THE ART OF SCIENCE 
Sunday, October 12, 1–3 pm, Wyatt Deck  
(Rain location: 146 Environmental Horticulture) 

Join us and experience science in a whole new way! Enjoy 
UC Davis graduate student scientists presenting their 
research through song, dance, photography and other 
media. Participate in hands-on arts and crafts activities and 
engaging live demonstrations. This event is free and all ages 
are welcome! Co-sponsored by UC Davis scientists and the 
Powerhouse Science Center as part of the Harvest Event 
(see below).

HARVEST: A GATHERING OF FOOD, WINE, 
BEER, AND THE ARTS
Sunday, October 12, 1–10 pm, UC Davis Gateway District

This event, part of the Mondavi Center’s “Performance 
Enhancement” series, includes our above-referenced “Art 
of Science” event (free) as well as a mix of free and ticketed 
programming like a family-friendly zone on Vanderhoef 
Quad, the debut of a new exhibit at the Nelson Gallery, 
interactive displays, food, wine, beer, pumpkin carving, live 
music, and more. For more information visit: http://mondavi.
ucdavis.edu/harvest

NATURE DISCOVERY DROP-IN DAY
Saturday, October 18, 1–3 pm, Trellis in the California Native 
Plant GATEway Garden (behind Davis Commons Shopping Ctr.)

Join us for a free, fun-filled family afternoon exploring our 
local wildlife. All ages are welcome.

STORYTIME THROUGH THE SEASONS: 
UNDER THE REDWOOD TREE
Sunday, November 9, 1–3 pm, Wyatt Deck  
(Rain location: 146 Environmental Horticulture) 

Join the Arboretum Ambassadors for a free, outdoor reading 
program exploring the cultural and natural world of Native 
Californians. Enjoy traditional stories, games, and arts. All 
ages are welcome.

GO GREEN DROP-IN DAY
Sunday, November 16, 1–3 pm, Trellis in the California Native 
Plant GATEway Garden (behind Davis Commons Shopping Ctr.)
Want to be more sustainable? Have fun learning about 
conserving resources through free, hands-on activities. All 
ages are welcome.

Plant Sales
FALL FOCUS: THE NEW FRONT YARD

Saturday, October 11 
9-11 am: member sale (join at door); 11 am–1 pm: public sale

Saturday, October 25, 9 am–1 pm 
UC Davis Arboretum Teaching Nursery (across from Vet Med) 

Replace your lawn or refresh your landscape with attractive, low-water, easy-
care, California native plants, as well as a large selection of Arboretum All-Stars.

9

Salvia x jamensis  
‘San Carlos Festival’

UC DAVIS ARBORETUM  
AND PUBLIC GARDEN



ANNUAL 
APPEAL 2013
William Grinslade 

& Patricia 
Jordan

Winston & Katy Ko
Vera Harris
William Bianco
Bonnie MacKenzie
Katharine Cook
Adrian Farley & 

Gregory Smith

OAK CIRCLE 
OF LIFE 
DEDICATION
Tamara Swaab & 

George Mangun

OAK GROVE 
DEDICATION
Janet Wolfertz

NATURE’S 
GALLERY 
COURT
DEDICATION
Robert Ralston & 

Ginny Vaughn
 
PINKERTON 
PRIZE 
ENDOWMENT 
GIFT
Deborah Pinkerton 

& Bret Hewitt

BIG DAY OF 
GIVING
Sacramento Region 

Community 
Foundation

UNRESTRICTED 
GIFTS
Maribeth Condon
Brent Duffin
Pat Spake 

IN HONOR OF 
MARIECE BATEY
Linda Matthew

IN HONOR OF 
WARREN 
ROBERTS
Alison Yerxa

IN MEMORY OF 
JOHANNA A. 
TRUEBLOOD
Lance Anderson
Lucy Baldwin
Crayton Bedford
Peter Blair
Karimeh Borghei
Mary Edler
Jenise Fahrni
Bruce & Mary 

Fischer
Sara Kazin
Suzanne Kimmel
Jordan Kramer
Linda Linneweh
Marijane Lovell
William McGlashan
Michael Plotkin
Brock Robertson
Barbara Ruddy
William Schmidt

IN MEMORY 
OF ROBERT A. 
HIESTAND
Dean Vogel & 	

Nancy Hiestand
Teresa Hiestand
Kathryn Hiestand 	

& Neal Miller
Carol Van Dam

NEW-RENEW
MEMBERS: 

SEQUOIA 
CIRCLE
Thomas & 

Gretchen 
Griswold

Karen Jo Gustafson
Adrian Farley & 

Gregory Smith

VALLEY OAK 
CIRCLE
Rebecca & Bruce 

Conrad

MANZANITA
CIRCLE
Florence & Bill 

Breidenbach
Grant & Lois 

Chappell
Byron & Kathryn 

M. Froman
James Harding
Joanne & Steve 

Hatchett
Patrick & Suzie 

Hunt
Larry Johnson
Manfred Kusch

Margaret & Bill 
Olmsted

Doug Krause & 
Martha Ozonoff

Diane & Joe 
Ramsey

Nora & Bill Reinert 
Kevin & Deanna 

Ryan
James Salyards
Howard & Nancy 

Shapiro
Stephen & Jane 

Sims
Jakkrit 

Jararjakkrawhal 
& Robert Snider

Marion Warner

FAMILY 
Lucinda & Mark 

Bonnifield-
Wolinski

Paul & Dianna 
Brink

Ralph & Agnes 
Buell

Fred Rogers & 
Laura Cerles-
Rogers

Jack & Gale 
Chapman

Ann & Fred 
Costello

Dana De Farcy
Martha C. Dickman
Mel & Donell 

Duvall
Hazel L. & 

Emanuel Epstein
Alan Hasting & 

Elaine Fingerett
Lisa & Chris 

Fischer 
Gail Gong
Nathan & Amanda 

Guyer
Carrie Ann 

Houdeshell
Roxalie & Aaron 

Jones

Norman C. Theiss 
& Mary Lowry

Donald & Elisabeth 
Lyman

Susan & Bruce 
Muramoto

Brad and Jean 
Parsons

Carolyn Rannefeld
Dana Drennan & 

David Rice
David & Jeannette 

Robertson
Mary Mallory 

Rogers & Ron 
Rogers

Jim Richards & 
Lisa Serafini

Walter & Barbara 
Sherwood

Marian Ver Wey 
Andrew & Vivian 

Walker
Sandy Wallace
Jaw Yan & Hsiu-Yu 

Wang
Marty West
Lyle Wilen
Jessica & Anthony 

Wright

INDIVIDUAL 
Carol Addy
Beulah Amsterdam
Frances Andrews
Bernadette Balics, 

Ecological 
Landscape 
Design

Glenn Bartley
Pam Bone
Joanne Bowen
Carolmarie Brames
Frances Burke
Dawn Calciano
Frank Chan
Brigitte Chertok
Kathi Conger
Katharine Cook
Eleanor De Anda
Ria de Grassi

Charles Derby
Carolyn Doyle
Candace Embrey
Jeanne Enos
Christine Facciotti
Terri Friedman
Martha Gilmore
Anne Quilter 

Goldstein
Alice W. Green
Paul Gussman 
Gwen M. 

Haagensen
Robin Hansen
Kathy Harper
Sheila Harrington
Katherine Hellesen
Steve Hinkle
Andrew Holguin
Bridget M. 

Huntington
Ann Johnson
Jean Kareofelas
Kavita Karighattam
Sue Kateley
Barbara Katz
Monika Kraft
Carole Kurahara
Peggy Lehman
Erica Levich
Wendy Seppi Light
Riverwood 

Homeowners 
Association Lilla 
Strauch

Durin Linderholm
Kristi Link-Crosler
Roberta Loewy
Camille Lonigan
Richard Lorentzen
Renata Losberg
Michele Lozano
Lorraine Luna
Linda Magrum
Lisa McClintock
Cheryl McDonald 
Maureen 

McLaughlin
Lisa Montesanto
Mary P. Morris
Marjorie Muck

Donna Murrill
Susan Nishio
Marcia Ohanian
Karen Oslund
Cheryl Piety
Lynnel Pollock
Lonnie Ratzlaff
Sarah Riegelsberger
Drew Ross
David Rude
Marie Salers
Pamela Schemmer
Donna Seaver
Dana Smith
Joanna Smith
Danielle Sprague
Maril Stratton
Julie Struckmeyer
Leslie Uhrich
Ron Ulmer
Marc Vayssieres
 Village 

Homeowners’ 
Association

Pris Ward
Chris Weis
Jena Whitcombe
Cathy White
Martha White
Abbie Whitehead
Wayne Wiebe
Sheri Willis
Louise Wilson
Sheryl Yamamoto
John Yoder

STUDENT
Elizabeth Chen
Katie Davis
Regina Gemignani
Elizabeth Godkin
Kate Ingram 
Megan Ma
Lauren McBride
Jess Myles
Kyle Odum
Tom Quigley
Meghann Shorrock
Christina B Zapata

We extend our sincere gratitude to these donors

DONATIONS May - July 2014

We strive to acknowledge your gifts accurately. Please notify us of any corrections.  

DONOR SPOTLIGHT: WHOLE FOODS MARKET 
WE’VE DEVELOPED A TERRIFIC COMMUNITY 
PARTNERSHIP with Whole Foods Market 
Davis! Here are examples of how their team has 
collaborated with the Arboretum and Public Garden 
in support of community education and sustainable 
horticulture: 

•	 Friends of the UC Davis Arboretum was the first 
recipient of the Nickels for Nonprofits fundrais-
er at the Davis store, a program that encourages 
customers to donate their nickel bag credits. 

•	 Whole Foods has supported the Friends plant 
sales by providing lunches for hundreds of vol-
unteers working at each event.

•	 Whole Foods hosted tasting events, had a shovel 
collection barrel, provided publicity to help us 
collect over 400 shovels used in the “Shovel 
Gateway” sculpture that welcomes visitors to the 
Arboretum and catered the dedication event. 

•	 Their team partnered on a “sneak peek” event 
showcasing the California Native Plant GATE-
ways Garden. Their extensive contributions 
included food, beverages, rentals and more.

•	 Whole Foods completely sponsored an event 
for our “Circle” level members and long-term 
supporters including gourmet wine and food 
pairings, additional staff support, and gorgeous 
decorations.

•	 They are a great neighbor! Their staff helps 
keep the Arboretum Terrace Garden clean and 
secure. They even facilitated a donation of tables 
and chairs to provide additional seating in the 
garden.

Please take a moment to say “thank you for being 
a great Arboretum partner” next time you shop in 
Whole Foods Market Davis.
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AT WORK IN THE ARBORETUM

CREATING A NEW VISITOR ENTRY & DESTINATION 

Construction has begun on the first part of a multi-year 
plan to improve access and create campus- and visitor-
friendly features at the west end of the Arboretum. The 
area is part of an exciting initiative zone that contains 
several large, campus-funded projects. Our team has been 
working with campus project managers and departments 
to coordinate and leverage these projects to enhance the 
visitor experience in the Arboretum. 

Crews have already broken ground on the first project, 
which is to reroute Garrod Drive further to the north and 
expand the Putah Creek Lodge parking lot to the west 
to meet the new road, improving access to the Teaching 
Nursery. The road realignment will make space for a new 
Veterinary Medicine Students Services and Administration 
Center and events lawn, which will be built within a few 
years. In addition, we are thrilled that the plans call for a 
dining pavilion that will be accessible to our visitors. We 

CARMIA FELDMAN  
APPOINTED TO APGA BOARD ARBORETUM AWARDED 

SPARKS! IGNITION GRANT

are working closely with School of Veterinary Medicine 
faculty and staff to develop ideas for the new landscape 
exhibits that will be developed. 

There are many sustainability features being built into the 
new landscapes and projects. The parking lot will feature 
trees specifically chosen for their ability to tolerate tough, 
urban conditions, a bioswale will filter water that runs off 
from the parking lot, and a California native plant meadow 
will collect excess water from the entire site while creating 
wildlife habitat.

PATH REPAIRS UNDERWAY

Asphalt grinding and patching is taking place on our 
pathways, mostly west of the La Rue Road bridge (formerly 
called the California Avenue bridge). Visitors may encoun-
ter barricades and minor detours into October, as work is 
completed to extend the life of the paths and create a safer 
place to recreate, learn, and enjoy.

IN SPRING OF 2014, Assistant 
Director Carmia Feldman was 
appointed to the Board of Directors 
of our national professional 
organization, the American Public 
Gardens Association (APGA), as a 
Director-at-Large. Carmia was also 
asked to join the Program Selection 
Committee, so for the next two years, 
in addition to her board duties, 
Carmia will be helping to solicit 
and select presentations for the annual meetings. Through 
both of these service roles, Carmia says she is honored to 
be able to help promote the APGA’s mission, which is to 
“[advance] Public Gardens as a force for positive change in 
their communities through national leadership, advocacy 
and innovation.” This comes on the heels of Carmia being 
awarded the “2013 Nonprofit Leader of the Year” award 
from the California Institute for Biodiversity.

IN SEPTEMBER, the Arboretum received a Sparks! 
Ignition Grant from the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services to prototype, test, and evaluate the 
use of low-cost, cloud-based collaborative tools that 
can help museum staff reduce the time spent on 
email while improving efficiency and effectiveness. 
Director of Planning and Collections Mary Burke, a 
national leader in information technology for muse-
ums, will manage the project.
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FROM THE DIRECTOR

Dear Friends,

As you know, California is still in extreme drought conditions, and many 
communities have instituted mandatory water rationing. Arboretum plant sales 
are a great resource for anyone who wants to transition to a water-saving home 
landscape (see pages 1 and 2). You can download the inventory of plants for sale 
and find more information about water conservation on our website, arboretum.
ucdavis.edu. 

The plant sales would not be possible without our dedicated and highly skilled 
nursery volunteers, who have grown over 12,000 plants for the fall sales (see 
page 3). Thank you so much for sharing your talent and hard work! In addition, 
I want to thank Whole Foods Market for continuing to be such a fantastic 
community partner by sponsoring Arboretum events and supporting the plant 
sales (see page 6).

I also want to show our appreciation to our UC Davis partners who have 
supported us through this transition as well, especially Vice Chancellor of 
Administration and Resource Management John Meyer, who left campus earlier 
this summer. Thank you to John for his many years of support and guidance 
and for the outstanding contributions he made to the campus overall. We are 
pleased to welcome Karl Mohr, who is serving as our interim senior associate 
vice chancellor. He comes to this position from the Provost’s Office, where he has 
been a strong supporter of the UC Davis GATEways Project and the Arboretum 
and Public Garden (see our new logo on page 1). 

Be sure to come out for our plant sales, guided tours, and other fascinating 
education programs coming up this fall (see calendar, page 5). Take a moment 
to visit the Mrak Hall Circle planting (see page 3), and get a sneak-peek at the 
improvements being built in the west end of the Arboretum (see page 7). I look 
forward to seeing you out in the gardens.

FRIENDS OF THE UC DAVIS  
ARBORETUM AND PUBLIC GARDEN
EXECUTIVE BOARD 2014–15

Martha Rehrman, President
Ernie Lewis, Vice President
Terry Davison, Treasurer
Ann Filmer, Secretary
Christina Craig-Veit, Member at Large
Lois Crowe, Member at Large
Kristi Davis, Member at Large
Shirley Maus, Member at Large
Warren Roberts, Member at Large
Nancy Shapiro, Member at Large

ARBORETUM AND PUBLIC GARDEN STAFF

Kathleen Socolofsky, Director and Assistant Vice 
Chancellor, Administrative and Resource Management 

Cary Avery, Associate Director, Grounds and Landscape 
Services 

Mary Burke, Director of Planning and Collections
Melissa Cruz, Outreach Coordinator
Jim Dunn, GATEways Garden Steward
Ryan Deering, GATEways Horticulturist
Carmia Feldman, Assistant Director
Elaine Fingerett, Academic Coordinator
Lisa Fowler, Propagation Manager
Andrew Fulks, Assistant Director and Director, Putah Creek 

Riparian Reserve and Campus Naturalized Lands 
Mary Gibson, Gardening Specialist
Theresa Goman, Gardening Specialist
Emily Griswold, Director of GATEways Horticulture and 

Teaching Gardens
Judy Hayes, Administrative and Gifts Manager
Katie Hetrick, Director of Marketing and Communications
Mia Ingolia, Curator
Haven Kiers, Special Projects Manager
Andrew Larsen, Communications Analyst and 	  

Production Manager
Taylor Lewis, Nursery Manager
Libby McGill, Gardening Specialist
Stacey Parker, GATEways Horticulturist 
Roxanne Reynolds, Visitor and Membership Coordinator
Betsy Rogers, GATEways Program Writer
Warren Roberts, Superintendent Emeritus
Suzanne Ullensvang, Resource Development Manager
Ellen Zagory, Director of Horticulture

STUDENT STAFF

Spencer Abildgaard
Andrew Codd
Leigh Hiura
Felix Lemus
Mathias Marcos 
Samantha Myhre 
Anna Nichols-Drumgoole
Jonathan Su
Brett Webber


