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Rich Marovich and Libby Earthman stand on the newly upturned banks of Putah Creek on Thursday morning. Marovich has 
helped drive a decade-long effort to repair the damage done to the creek by gravel mining.

Back to nature

 Check 
it out 
 What:  UC Davis 
Arboretum’s 75th 
anniversary Plant 
Faire and Sale

 When:  Saturday, 
Sept. 24; member 
sale 9 to 11 a.m., 
public sale 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.

 Where:  Arboretum 
Teaching Nursery, 
Garrod Drive, UC 
Davis

S. Davis 
school 
transfers 
getting a 
close look
Montgomery issues 
have implications for 
other campuses
By Jeff Hudson
ENTERPRISE STAFF WRITER

The Davis school board got an upbeat 
assessment Thursday night of changes 
under way at Montgomery Elementary 
from new Principal Sally Plicka, with 
several speakers noting that the school's 
situation has implications for other local 
elementary campuses.

Last May, dozens of Montgomery par-
ents expressed concern 
to the board about the 
number of students 
transferring out as 
fourth-graders to attend 
special programs at 
other schools. Students 
from diverse back-
grounds comprise the 
remaining fourth- 
through sixth-graders, 
parents said, proving 

challenging for teachers trying to serve 
the needs of English learners, low-
income students and those who are read-
ing above grade level and are ready for 
more advanced work.

Great Scot! DHS 
thespians raise 
funds for trip
By Kelly Goss
ENTERPRISE CORRESPONDENT

While Davis High School students settle in to the 
new school year, DHS thespians have their eyes set 
on next summer already, when they will travel to 
Edinburgh, Scotland, to participate in the Edin-
burgh Fringe Festival.

After an anonymous nomination by a Davis com-
munity member and a lengthy application process, 
the DHS drama department was accepted for the 
Scottish arts festival last May by the American 
High School Theater Festival.

“This is the most thrilling, important and educa-
tional opportunity for our students that I’ve ever 
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Kashmir Kravitz, left, and Christine Alexander staff a table at Saturday’s Davis Farmers 
Market as fundraising gets under way for the Davis High School drama department’s 
two-week trip next summer to England and Scotland.

75 favorite plants showcased at Arboretum Plant Faire, Sale
ENTERPRISE STAFF

Anyone who grows plants in their yard, garden 
or home will want to attend the biggest plant sale 
in the Central Valley, at the UC Davis Arbore-
tum on Saturday, Sept. 24.

This year’s Plant Faire and Sale is a celebra-
tion of the Arboretum’s 75th anniversary, and 
will feature hundreds of varieties of great plants 
for Central Valley gardens, including the Arbo-
retum All-Stars and house plants and exotics 
from the Botanical Conservatory.

There will be a members-only sale from 9 to 11 
a.m. with live music and free children’s activi-
ties, and a public sale from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Anyone may join or renew at the door for early 
admission and a 10 percent member discount. 

“Gruss an 
Aachen” 

floribunda rose 
is the featured 

Arboretum 
All-Star at this 

fall’s plant sales. 
A favorite of 

Arboretum 
staffers for 

eco-friendly 
gardens in 

California, it has 
showy, fragrant. 

apricot-pink  
flowers. 

ELLEN ZAGORY/
COURTESY PHOTO

Humans give Putah 
Creek a helping hand
By Jonathan Edwards
ENTERPRISE STAFF WRITER

WINTERS — Give Rich Marovich a 
few months, and he’ll have moved Putah 
Creek a thousand years into the future.

Marovich, streamkeeper for the Low-
er Putah Creek Coordinating Commit-
tee, is overseeing a three-month project 
to undo decades of gravel mining and 
restore a 1-mile section of Putah Creek 

that runs through the town of Winters. 
Reinvigorated, the creek will no longer 
be “sterile,” Marovich said, but bustle 
with insects, animals, plants and people 
wanting to fish, sun bathe and take a 
dip.

“Nature would eventually correct 
this,” he said, a few feet from the 
creek’s waters. “But it might take 1,000 
years.”

Marovich plans to do it about 4,000 
times faster, by Thanksgiving if every-
thing goes according to plan.

He’s armed with $2.2 million from 
the state Department of Water 
Resources to complete what he calls 

“the culmination” of a decade-long 
process to revitalize the creek.

Work started two weeks ago, and 
should stretch till the end of November, 
Marovich said. The contractor is San 
Rafael-based Maggiora and Ghilotti.

Crews will pump the creek’s water 
through a 24-inch pipe as they tear 
down and reform the creek’s banks. The 
creek will shrink to one-quarter its size 
in some parts, from 120 feet wide to 
30 feet, which will allow the creek to 
shallow itself out from an average depth 
of 7 to 3 feet.

See SCOT, Page A5

See ARBORETUM, Page A5

See CREEK, Page A7 See SCHOOL, Page A2

Bones 
belong to 
missing 
Colusa 
man, 37
By Lauren Keene
ENTERPRISE STAFF WRITER

Yolo County authorities 
have attached a name to a
set of several bones discov-
ered last April in a dry
creek bed.

They belonged to Jose 
Luis Velasquez, a 37-year-
old Colusa County man 
who was reported missing 
by his family in October 
2008, Yolo County sher-
iff’s Sgt. Lance Faille 
announced Thursday.

Officials determined his 
identity last month follow-
ing an analysis by a state
Department of Justice 
DNA laboratory, which 
compared genetic material 
from the bones to DNA 
from Velasquez’s family.

But the identification 
solves only part of the mys-
tery. Sheriff’s officials say 
they do not have enough 
bones to determine how 
Velasquez died.

Hunters discovered the 
bones — two leg bones, a
rib and a mandible, or 
lower jaw — on April 17
while walking along a dry

See BONES, Page A5
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Gibson House to be 
open this weekend

 The public is invited 
to tour the Gibson 
House Yolo County 
Historical Museum on 
Labor Day weekend — 
Saturday, Sunday and 
Monday — from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.

Docents will be on 
hand to greet visitors 
and explain the history 
and significance of the 
county historical collec-
tion, which dates back 
to 1852. 

The Gibson House is 
the only historic home 
in Yolo County open to 
the public.

The museum is on 
21/2 landscaped acres at 
512 Gibson Road in 
Woodland. The build-
ings include the main 
house with 11 rooms 
and outbuildings con-
taining a root cellar, 
dairy display, laundry, 
a blacksmith shop and 
a barn with farming 
antiques.

Visitors may picnic 
on the museum grounds 
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
each day.

I-House will host 
Labor Day potluck 

 The Friends of 
Inuyama, Japan, a 
community organiza-
tion that supports 
Davis’ sister-city rela-
tionship with Inuyama, 
invites community 
members to a potluck 
supper Sunday at Inter-
national House, 10 
College Park, in Davis.

The annual event is 
one of the highlights of 
the annual Labor Day 
visit by a delegation 
from Inuyama, which 
culminates at the 
Golden Valley Harri-
ers’ Labor Day Race on 
Monday beginning at 
Davis Commons, First 
and E streets.

Along with always-
great food and drink, 
entertainment will be 
provided by the 
Wakamatsu Taiko Dan 
drummers. City offi-
cials will award honor-
ary Davis citizenship to 
the visitors from Japan 
and everyone will have 
a chance to learn about 
the Davis sister city 
program, see old 
friends and make new 
ones, and receive a 
hands-on introduction 
to Japan.

Doors open at 5:30 
p.m., entertainment 
begins at 6 p.m. and 
supper follows. For 
more information or 
to RSVP, call Paul 
Sieracki at (530)
750-1926 or e-mail 
paulsieracki@comcast.
net. 

To sign up for the 
run, visit http://www.
goldenvalleyharriers.
org. 

Men’s Talk, Drum 
Circle set Tuesday

 The next Davis Com-
munity Men’s Talk and 
Drum Circle gathers 
from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
Tuesday at Families-
First, 2100 Fifth St., 
adjacent to the post 
office.

Men 18 years and 
older are welcomed, 
and there is no charge 
for these monthly 
events. Participants are 
invited to talk, as they 
feel ready, or just 
listen.

“Here, men can 
check in with them-
selves and talk aloud, a 
unique process, assist-
ing in knowing their 
own meaningfulness,” 
an organizer says. 
“Many men carry a 
deep hunger to be seen 
and to be welcomed — 
to be witnessed is a 
form of such needed 
medicine.”

All men are invited to 
come sit shoulder to 
shoulder and touch the 
urgency of their lives, 
through honest talk. 
For more information, 
call (530) 758-2794. 
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BONES: Manner of death 
cannot be determined yet

ARBORETUM: From modest origins to diverse collection

SCOT: Students must raise $100,000 in 10 months
From Page A1

heard of,” DHS drama director 
Gwyn Bruch said. “And I want the 
whole community of Davis to be 
excited for us.”

Twenty-four drama students 
who will travel with Bruch to the 
“largest arts festival in the world” 
will perform Molière’s “Tartuffe” 
four times in the city, visit local 
tourist attractions, watch other 
companies’ productions and wit-
ness acting on an international 
level, according to student event 
coordinator Christine Alexander.

Through funding provided by 
the American High School Theater 
Festival, Bruch and 35 other high 
school directors were able to visit 
a part of the 2011 Edinburgh Fes-
tival, Aug. 6-13, to preview what 
DHS drama students will be expe-
riencing in 2012.

Students can look forward to 
visiting Edinburgh Castle and 
Sterling Castle, viewing traditional 
Scottish performances and meet-
ing diverse, friendly people, 
according to Bruch.

“The people of AHSTF are 
amazing. They took great care of 
us and their values are right where 
I need them to be,” Bruch said. “So 

theatrically speaking, education-
ally speaking and safety speaking, 
for our students these are really 
good people who have their head 
in the right place.”

In order to pay for the expenses 
of travel, lodging, food, student 
security, rehearsal and venue 
space and watching festival pro-
ductions, the department needs to 
raise more than $100,000 in the 
next 10 months. Alexander, along 
with parent volunteers and the 
student drama board, plan to kick 
off a school year full of fundraising 

to reach their goal.
Bruch stresses that out of the 36 

high schools that will be perform-
ing in Edinburgh in 2012, DHS is 
the only school that will not be 
casting its actors based on stu-
dents’ ability to pay for the Scot-
land trip.

“This is for all students, and I will 
cast the play as I do others,” Bruch 
said. “Every student that is cast 
(auditions will be Sept. 7-9) is mak-
ing the enormous commitment to 
help with fundraising; we’re all in 
this together for the next 10 months.”

For its first fundraiser, the 
department presents “A Fairytale 
Frenzy, A Children’s Carnival,” 
from 1 to 4 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 25, 
in Central Park, Fourth and C 
streets in downtown Davis. The 
entire park will be converted into 
a fairytale land while DHS drama 
students dress as royalty, knights, 
witches and dragons.

With the advance purchase of a 
$12 wristband, children can par-
ticipate in activities such as hair 
braiding, a scavenger hunt, face 
painting, races, arts and crafts and 
photos with the characters. 
Children also can request perfor-
mances by DHS’ improvisation 
acting group Fairie Tales on 

Request. Food and music also will 
be available.

Wristbands will be sold at every 
Farmers Market through Sept. 24, 
or contact Alexander at christine
lamaralexander@yahoo.com. 
Tickets at the door will cost $15.

For an additional $3, children 
can buy a Quest Card, which 
allows them to take part in a scav-
enger hunt and win prizes. Quest 
Cards will be available with pre-
sale tickets or at the entrance.

Future events by the depart-
ment will include a winter gala 
where drama students will host a 
night of edgy comedy at a local 
restaurant and a beer tasting event 
for adults in the spring.

Drama students also will be fun-
draising at Davis’ Saturday morn-
ing Farmers Markets, and through 
the sale of their Scotland merchan-
dise, which includes T-shirts and 
stuffed animal Scottie dogs. All 
merchandise can be bought at the 
department’s community events.

“Already, we’re overwhelmed 
by the generosity that we’ve 
encountered and I’m hoping the 
community will scoop us up in its 
hands and help us get (to Scot-
land),” Bruch said.

From Page A1

creek bed in northern Yolo 
County. Sheriff’s officials 
have not released the 
specific location in case it 
turns out to be a crime 
scene.

Six searches of the area 
covering a mile-long length 
of the creek bed yielded no 
additional remains. After 
determining they were 
human, the Sheriff’s 
Department turned the 
bones over to the state 
DNA lab for possible iden-
tification.

At the time, Velasquez 
was the only outstanding 
missing person for both 
Yolo and Colusa counties, 
according to Faille. Sher-
iff’s officials approached 
his family for a DNA sam-
ple, which turned out to be 
a match.

Faille did not have infor-
mation about the circum-

stances surrounding 
Velasquez’s disappear-
ance, but “the family did 
say it was not unusual for 
him to be gone for a little 
while.”

Velasquez hadn’t been 
heard from for several 
weeks at the time his fam-
ily reported him missing, 
Faille said. He also said the 
condition of the bones was 
consistent with them being 
exposed to the elements 
for several years.

The Sheriff’s Depart-
ment is planning to con-
duct additional searches 
for more of Velasquez’s 
remains, Faille said. Mean-
while, anyone with infor-
mation about Velasquez 
and his disappearance is 
asked to call the agency at 
(530) 668-5212.

 — Reach Lauren Keene 
at lkeene@davisenter
prise.net. Follow her on 
Twitter @laurenkeene   

From Page A1

New members get a free 
plant.

Arboretum staff mem-
bers and volunteers will be 
available to provide expert 
advice on choosing the best 
plants for shoppers’ gar-
den conditions.

As part of the 75th anni-
versary celebration, the 
sale will feature 75 favorite 
plants of Arboretum staff, 
members and volunteers. 
Special signs will highlight 
these plants, with quotes 
from these dedicated gar-
deners describing what it 
is that they love about their 
selected plants, why they 
grow them and the special 
uses they have found for 
them.

The sale will take place 
at the Arboretum Teaching 
Nursery on Garrod Drive, 
across from the School of 
Veterinary Medicine on 
the UCD campus. Free 
parking is available in 
Visitor Lot 55 across from 
the nursery.

For more information, 
directions and a plant list, 
visit arboretum.ucdavis.

edu or call (530) 752-4880.
The UCD Arboretum 

was founded in 1936 to 
strengthen the biological 
sciences at the university. 
From its modest begin-
nings as a small collection 
of trees and shrubs planted 
by students and watered 
with buckets, the Arbore-
tum has developed into a 
vibrant living museum 
with 100 acres of gardens, 
a documented collection of 
more than 60,000 plants 
representing almost 2,500 
species and varieties, a 
rich menu of public pro-
grams and a crucial role 
supporting research and 
teaching on campus and 
promoting sustainable 
landscapes throughout the 
state.

Arboretum staffers are 
planning a year of festivi-
ties to celebrate its 75th 
anniversary and to thank 
the members, donors, vol-
unteers and other support-
ers who keep the 
Arboretum growing.

Visit arboretum.ucdavis.
edu and click on “Calen-
dar” for information on 
upcoming events.  

Arboretum staff 
and volunteers 
are available to 
help shoppers 
choose the best 
plants for their 
garden 
conditions. 
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“Already, we’re 
overwhelmed by the 
generosity that we’ve 
encountered and I’m 
hoping the community 
will scoop us up in its 
hands and help us get 
(to Scotland).”

Gwyn Bruch
Davis High School 
drama director

Flower arrangers gather Wednesday
ENTERPRISE STAFF

The Davis Flower Arrangers will resume their monthly 
programs on Wednesday at International House, 10 Col-
lege Park.

The program will begin with a short business meeting 
at 7 p.m., followed by the featured speaker, Leann Castro 
— a flower designer for Raley’s in Woodland — demon-
strating arrangements made with seasonally available 
flowers.

Refreshments will be served. Anyone interested in 
flower arranging is encouraged to attend. Programs for 
the entire year will be announced and discussed.


