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Water we

waiting for?

With stricter conservation rules in the pipeline,
it’s time to put our yards and gardens on an H,O diet

By DEBBIE ARRINGTON
darrington@sacbee.com
ater is an
everyday
priority for
the UC Davis
Arboretum, which tends
almost 100 thirsty acres in
a region that can go nearly
bone-dry for months.

Like most Sacramento
Valley gardeners, Ellen
Zagory, the arboretum’s
horticulture director, is
always looking for more
ways to save water while
coping with a three-year
drought. That effort starts
with drought-tolerant
plants, especially ones
that offer garden color or
attract beneficial insects.

In Sacramento, our gar-
dens are our biggest water
users - and often our big-
gest water wasters. State
mandates may soon force
us to curb our collective
thirst. How can we pre-
pare? Zagory shares some
ideas and background.

Drought seems to be a con-
stant in California. Why is so
much emphasis placed on
water-wise gardening right
now?

Last November, the Legis-
lature passed a comprehen-
sive water package, includ-
ing four Senate bills and an
$11.1 billion water bond, to
be voted on in this year’s
November election. Despite
the political battles and
disagreement on the effec-
tiveness of this attempt to
plan for our state’s water
future, what stood out to
me as a home gardener
and horticultural educator
was the mandate to reduce
urban water use by 20
percent by 2020.

Population growth and
continued construction of
new homes and landscapes
are taxing the state’s water
supplies. As a result, state
water managers are calling
for citizens to do every-
thing they can to conserve
water and reduce waste.

What can we do in our gar-
dens about water waste?
According to the Califor-
nia Public Utilities Commis-
sion, outdoor water use
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H The UC Davis Arboretum will
host a special sale emphasiz-
ing water-wise plants from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. April 10 at the
Arboretum Teaching Nursery on
Garrod Drive at UC Davis. For
more information: (530)
752-4880 or
http://arboretum.ucdavis.edu.

M Visit the arboretum’s Ruth
Risdon Storer Valley-Wise
Garden on the UC Davis cam-
pus. This demonstration garden
is devoted to drought-tolerant
plants.

FLORENCE LOW Bee file, 2006

The Ruth Risdon Storer Valley-Wise Garden at the UC Davis Arboretum is home to many examples
of water-wise gardening and landscaping.

Ways to get water wise

KING HALL

EARTH AND
PHYSICAL SCIENCES
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